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r . business connected withla 

dson I [f ie I Dro ?, p fountain Battlefield State\, 
teen ! m Governor Conley has recently\« 

reappointed the Battle Field Com- \ 

mission, and retains Col. Sutton as Us 

chairman. The Governor also has] 
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her 

iia. 
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name 1 Mr. Sutton a member of 
sti/1. with the rank of Colonel. 
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Kepuhlloall leader* or tiina ntiuioj •— 
ought to vole for AI Miulth r J'he 
Uepubllcan illit notaav hi would not, 

DROOP MOUNTAIN BATTLE 

Salnm, Virginia 
September 10, 1028. 

Hoar Sir: , i 

l write to thank you for your ac¬ 
count of the battle of Droop Moun¬ 
tain and your very Interesting and 
hnautlful description of the country. 
My pleasure In reading your valuable 
article U brought about by the fact 
that l was a participant, bring a 
member of the 22nd, Virginia Infant 
ay fiom Kanawha county. 

There ware three Infantry compa 
ides from Kanawha county: 'The 
border riflemen under Caplein A. It. 
Itarbee and the Kanawha Klllemon 
under Captain George * itattmi At 
the organlratlon of the 22nd at 
While Sulphur Springs In ISfll these 
two companies were absorbed In that 
regiment and batten was made colo¬ 
nel, Captain Itarbee was made Lt. 
Colonel, Captain S. A Miller, a 
prominent lawyer from Charleston 
was made Quarter Master. He held 
this position until l$02 when he was 
elected from the Kanawha Diet riot 
to the Confederate Congress. V pon 
Ids resignation l was commissioned 
In his place and held that rank until 
the close of the war. 

During the battle l was with Gen¬ 
eral Kohola on an eminence on tire 
right of the road overlooking the 
battlefield Your account of the 
battle was vjulie true as l understand 
it from reports and my own observa¬ 
tion. 

This letter may mean little to you 
hut It was prompted by the very 
friendly spirit that prevailed your 
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Committees appointed to make ar¬ 
rangement* for the Fourth of .Inly 


• U'J., ' III ' 1 l'» ill! » «MI I til Wl II IT 

Calibration at Droop Mountain State 
Park have completed their work, and 
have everything in tip-top shape for 
one of the biggest celebrations ever 
held in the county. 

The athletic committee, composed 
of Kerth Nottingham, S. Reid Moore, 
Austin Sharp and Clifford Hill, have 
arranged for athletic games for both 
morning and afternoon. 

Music for the day will he furnish¬ 
ed by th Durbin Band, and singing 
elubs from various parts of the coun 

ty are expected to be there iu full 
force, 

I•roop Mountain Battlefield Park 
|va, dedicated |,,st year when more 

'yoo pcopi. from Pocnhontns 


arrangements for one of the biggest 

and best celebrations ever staged in 
this section. 

Goneral Committee—George Kd 
trar, R. S. Hickman and J. A. Me. 
Coughlin, and 11 even or Dilley. 

Reception Committee—Judge S. II. 
Sharp, Chairman. 

| Police Committee—American Lo 
Kion, State Police. 

Speakers, Music, Program_J A 

McLaughlin, R. S. Hickman, George 
" Edgar, Ilevoner Dilley. 

Grounds Committee—J. K. 

Khali, Chairman, II. W. Heard, 
Callison, George Edgar, Pete 
landsworth, W. P. Kershner, 
Hendrick. 


State of W. V* v , 
pole, of land «nd 0 D r. 

, Kd »nd Zt 

•ioseph I. Bow m 

A- >'• Edaar. ad™, 

and others. m 


GRADUATES 

Mis. Ruby May Hatau 
with honors with th* «, 
! and eighty.six gn 
Teachers College, 
been employed to teach < 
large school systeci gC 
this winter. 


Mar- 
D. M. 

Hol- 
IC. P. 




MARRIAGE UOMSE 

Mr. Leonard TucfarfiB^n 
and Miss Hulda 


18 . 


;," <l »~rby couitio. ****>}* c omnii t w - Andtcvl 

Eounh Of July c,.|,.Ltl„„ o " ' ^ Chairman. 

">»i time ,w ilM .’ ConcoMlon* Co 



tlii.i #1. , »iuuun. isinco 

*•. z, t ,'r;r„r itl 

.y».“ 

<■> litt.lt ,h. k ' w ‘'7* -ufllclont 
The foil . completion. 

^ carry out tHI • 0,octod 

working ol , 0|fnim h »ve been 

than t W0 months '"T"'" for more 
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LuIli’T 8 !? 8 , Committee—J. A. Me. 
Kd. k ' "| , i K * S * Hlckmtt n, George P. 


Hdgttr, Hovener Dilley. 

1 »*i»lu ity Committee—C. W Price I 

111 I rmii.. Mr . fIf 


Mr. Isaac Frank* & -k 
Miss Helen Dorothy f rrv - 
Mr. Ollie Bennett**** 
Miss Mary Lois Sm |:r ,,v: - 


Chairman, W "7 W 1 Pric *’ Dr - Hcnr 
East. * ' a,Ha ‘ s tcr, Vernon | inond, Va., 


PR E ACHE* i|ER£ 

of 


dir#* 


P.askct Church Work. * 

body. ' r ° mm ittee—Every- J linton Presbyten* ^ 

" ^nJT:^ cu,u : r : < •*« 









Great Y/ork in a Year's Time 


Cne vear ago Droop Mountain Battlefield was a wilderness. 
c _. e were a few monuments and graves, that for many years had 
been - es iected. Two small signs along the road were all that 
t ld travelers that an important Civil Y/ar battle, had been fought 


here. 

On July 29, 1935 a CCC Company, 2598, located here and 
within a few weeks there was a great change. This change is 
still going on. Some of the work has been completed but a great 
deal more is yet to be done. Y7hen travelers now go along Route 
r219, and get near the Battle Pield, they first notice the beau¬ 
tiful log fence that outlines the park. As they drive on down 
the road, the log portals are seen. We think they are the most 

—L __J 

entrances to a CCC camp in the state. Good roads lead through 
these -portals and into-“first, the picnic area. This area has 
-een cleared of underbrush, but all of natures beauty has been 
^-t. Picnic tables, shelters, ovens, and toilets have been 
'3t -;cted throughout the park area. All of these conveniences 
been built out of material of a rustic nature. 

'ne year ago Briery Knob was just a beautiful mountain to 
it; an expanse of rrildeme3s cutting off all probability of 
Mon. Today a road will take tho tmvoler within a short 
41 * *me of tho flro towor wid to nil of tho glory and beauty 
• 1 future hoo 00 bountifully bootowod upon our state, especially 
*’ -a section, from the tower on Briery knob, one can see all 
o or round in* oountry and oven oomo dlotanoo Into the state 
















v;tt.T)F.EK55S becomes park ' 

„ do Great Work in a Year's Time 


Cre year ago Droop Mountain Battlefield was a wilderness. 
r-y-e were a few momunents and graves, that for many years had 
^ een neglected. Two small signs along the road were all that 
to3 d travelers that an important Civil Y/ar battle, had been fought 


here. 

On July 29, 1S35 a CCC Company, 2598, located here and ' 
within a few weeks there was a great change. This change is 
still going on. Some of the work has been completed but a great 
deal more is yet to be done. When travelers now go along Route 
r*219, anu get near the Battle Pield, they first notice the beau¬ 
tiful log fence that outlines the park. As they drive on down 
the road, the log portals are seen. Y/e think they are the most 

-L _A 

entrances to a CCC carat) in the state. Good roads lead through 

f ...*■» 

these -portals and into-first, the picnic area. This area has 
teen cleared of underbrush, but all of natures beauty has been 

i'-it. Picnic tables, shelters, ovens, and toilets have been 

* 

ccr. Jtructed throughout the park area. All of these conveniences 
•tave been built out of material of a rustic nature. 

' ne year ago Briery Knob was just a beautiful mountain to 
1 ~ r a *» on expanse of wilderness cutting off all probability of 
t *»'-*nalojj. Today n road will take tho tmvoler within a short 
4l=tano# of tho fire tov/or end to all of the glory and beauty 
'** * r ,t ro has 00 bountifully beotowod upon our stato, especially 
’ ’ ' B oeetion. Tr on tho towor on Briory knob, one can see all 
• \e eurruundlmt oountrv and evon oomo dlotnnoo into the state 










Foot paths have "been constructed in the park leading 
♦vjo traveler to the different spots of interest in the park, 
ill of the craves have been carefully outlined with rocks, the 
c ld breastworks have been restored and paths lead to all of the 
rrr.umcr.ts, and throughout the park area. Thousands of trees 
have been planted by the enrollees, principally Spruce, hemlock, 
rr.itepine and walnut. In time these trees will add much to the 
scenic beauty of the park. 

Within a few weeks, another beauty spot in the park will 
e open to the publi.c. This is the lookout house on the point 
e':st of camp, overlooking the Greenbrier Valley. Wlien completed 
fris log observation tower will afford visitors the best scenic 

view in this vicinity, 

0 

The system of roads of the park are very well constructed 
- ' r.e can now drive to all of the points of interest, entering 
-"‘.'.I and going out the other. All of the work in the nark 
dene by the CCC boys under the able direction of Supt. 

** -' : r and the following forestors; Bruce Conrad, L. A. Remage 

. . . ion, Charles Kanrahan, Arthur Sharp, Joe \7hite, Harry 
?. K. Wilfong and M. L. Lilly. 

Crejp :rico and the entire park are always open to vis- 
. : on weekends or holidays, enrollees will be glad to 

*. points of Interest, both historical aid scenic. 

' you fiAva not yet visited the park, ootno and soe it. 



Foot paths have "been constructed in the park leading 
tM0 traveler to the different spots of interest in the park. 

Vll of the graves have been carefully outlined with rocks, the 
old breastworks have been restored and paths lead to all of the 
r.nuznents, and throughout the park area. Thousands of trees 
have been planted by the enrollees, principally Spruce, hemlock, 
rrhitepme and walnut. In time these trees will add much to the 
scenic beauty of the park. 

Within a few weeks, another beauty spot in the park will 
e open to the publi.c. This is the lookout house on the point 
east of camp, overlooking the Greenbrier Valley. When completed, 
“bis log observation tower will afford visitors the best scenic 

view in this vicinity, 

The system of roads of the park are very well constructed 
- r r.c can now drive to all of the points of interest, entering 
rtal and going out the other. All of the work in the park 
"-'i dene by the CCC boys under the able direction of Supt. 

} - >:•' and the following forestors; Bruce Conrad, 1 . A. Homage 

- ion, Charles Kanrahan, Arthur Sharp, Joe White, Harry 
' P. K. Wllfong and M. L. Lilly. 

hcvp Price md the entire park are always open to vis- 
» 1 on weekends or holiday's, enrollees will be glad to 

pc Into of Interest, both historical and scenic, 
hr. v© not yet viol ted the park, come and sec it. 
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SHRADSR, B. F. -Co. 

* 

SYKS, Josiah-Co. 

SHINABERRY, Isaac-Co. 

SH-vRP, Morris-Co. 

SCALES, Michael-Co. 

SMITH, Isaac B. rrr-^-Co. 

Taylor, Jacob-Co. 

TAYlOR, Wm.-Co. 

TRkCY, Geo; W.-Co. 


TRiCY , »Jas . xv* 

TRACY, Wm.- 

THOMAS, Jno. W. 

THOMAS, French 

TAYLOR, Jas.-- 

VARNER, Jno. P. - 

Varner, John-- 

VARNER, David A.- 

VANRZENAN, John - 

WOODDELL, F. Clark - 

WOODDELL, Adam A. - 

*00ODELL, Wm. Warwick - 

toODLKLL, Andrew J. - 

*KX)DDELL, Aaron- 

*AR/I1CK, Paler -- 

RjJUIlOK, John R. - 

■AJttlCK, Jaa. W... 
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WANLESS, Jas W. • 
V.ANLESS, Stephen 
WOODDSLL, Jacob ■ 


WALTON, Frank 


WILMOTH* Win, L. 


WAUGH, Levi 


WOLFZNBARGER, Robt. 


'.'.ILFONG, John 


WILFONG, John M. 


WILFONG, Elisha 
WILFONG, Emanuel 


Henry 


• ILFONG, Daniel 
•ILFONG, Jonas 
WILFONG, David 


»1LP0N3, John 
Yaager, Win. A. 


YlAO r J», Henry A. 


YOUVO, Oeo. 


Co. G. 31st. Va. Regiment. 
Co. I. 19th. " M 

Co. F. 19th. " " 

Co. F. 19th. n " 


“Co# I# 25th# 


Co# I# 25th# 
Cp# G# 31st# 


•• Co# G# 31st# 


Co# G# 31st# 
Co. G. 31st# 
Co. G# 31st# 


.VlLrONG, Samuel —--Co 

A 

• ILFONG, Vitn. G.-Co 

WlJoNG, Henry --Co 


G. 31st. 
G. 31st. 


Co. G. 31st, 


Co 


G. 31st. 


Co. G. 31st. 
Co. F. 19th. 
Co. F. 19th. 
Co. G. 31st. 
Co. G. 31st. 
Co. G. 11th. 


H ft 


WOODOILL, iroaton-Co. F. 19th. •» „ 

r “ u iimX ••• ***• UP b y T. S. MoNocl end checked 

• ith a Hat : roe the Pooahontoa Chapter or r, 

w* vne uaugnter 

•f the cnfederaoy. 


























rrono majority or which snail ruie. 

I 2. The Court Martial shall consist 
i of the commissioned and non commis¬ 
sioned officers of the company. 

^ ^ A a 
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Looking around in the court house 
for something to print. I came upon 
some old papers in the hand writing 
of General William Skeen, which 
pare the roster of “The Pocahontas 
Rescues.” an- infantry company or¬ 
ganized when war threatened between 

the states, back in i860. I print it 
herewith. Also the constitution and 


6 

on { 


by-laws. 

The company was mustered in WL) , 

Saturday, May IS, 1861, and marched! 

on that day to defend the sacred soil] 

of \ irginia from invasion bv Federal 
forces in the northwest. 

They met the Invaders at Philinni 

harbour County, and had no luck^n 
repelling them. k 10 


of 

the 





Morlarty. Patrick. pr shoe*. b 

McLaughlin, James H, b 

McLaughlin, Hugh 

Moore, Michael, b 

Moore, Levi 

Mlichen. Sylvester, b 

PI lev. Win. L 

Plies, John 

Pence, John FI 

S*ad!ey, James 

Smith, Lewis, b 

Sivey, Cain II , I shirt SI 25 

Slavens, Wm W 

Serbert, Lanty L 

Shannon. James, b 

Sharp, Martin B 

Varner, Daniel A. b 

Wholllhan, Michael 

Wholllhan, Patrick 

Waugh, Levi, b 

Weaver, Charles W. 1 pr gloves, 25 
cents, b 

Weaver, Robert L. b 

'V* signifies that they have re¬ 
ceived blankets. 

The Pocahontas Rescuers marched 
from Huntersville about 10 a. m on 
May 18. 1861. A large crowd of la¬ 
dies and gentlemen were present and 
at the moment of marching hardly an 
eye that was not wet with tears. 
Many gentlemen and ladles accompa¬ 
nied us to the Bridge Then the 
Rev. Mr. Flaherty addressed the 


firat Saturday In the month of April. 

■ May, June, August. September and 
I October and the July muster shall b* 
held on the 4th day of the month, 
*.ave when the 4th happens to fall on 
, Sunday, when It shall be held on the 
5th. 

Article 3—All fines assessed against 
commissioned officer* for failure to 
attend muster shall be 15 00; non¬ 
commissioned officers $2 50: privates 
• 1 25. 

Article 4—All fines assessed shall 
be for the benefit of the company, to 
be disbursed whenever the amount of 
S20 or more shall be found in the j 
hands of the treasurer uoapproprlat-1 
ed, by a vote of the Company. The I 
majority ruling. If It Is considered 
practlable. 

Article 5—This Constitution may I 
be altered or amended at any time by 
vole of two thirds concurring at a 
regular meeting, when a majority Is 
present. 

Article 6—There shall be a presi¬ 
dent, secretary and treasurer chosen 
by the company, who shall hold their 
office for one year, whose duties shall 
b* those usually performed by such 
officers. ... 

Article 7- A majority of the Com 
pany may at any regular meeting 
elect honorary members, who shall be 
come honorary members of this Com¬ 
pany thereupon, by paying to the 
Treasurer, the sum of three dollars 
each. 

BY-LAWS • 

1. The board for the trial of oflen- 
Res and non-attendance of members at I 
musters and all other delinquencies I 
shall be tried by a Court Martial a 
majority of which shall rule. 

2. The Court Martial shall consist 


M-J.t January 13. 
f ' Pocahontas County tool 

i ri arfctbun? il9J * rr 

„<j into «!:• *r»jr »«»!<*• 

V 6 l«»rt n. 'Viocli 

V - J»oob Woodrow Shin* 

V II Wayne Geiger 

y j 2 jao»>b Gene Loury 

V 13 Ralph Lean k* 0 * 

V || Wm. Raymond Bowers 
VIS Howard Jarre* Kelley 
\M6 Roy J Houcbln 


421 v 19 Joseph Leonard Moses, Jr 
10. V 21 Arch Wa>bright 
tVi V ZZ Norman Wilson Phillips 

On Thursday. January 1C. another | 


fo&lir will go out to Clarksburg un 
d»r the aehethe service. In the per 
tea of 3IS-V-9 ’ihurl William Gary. 


lo ab 3 ut five hours the young vol¬ 
unteer* were In Clarksburg at the In 
deettoo station They will be sent 
from tLtrt to army pests to be thor- 
ccfbiy and properly trained for our 
and their own protection should war 
tt 'o’o<3 upon us Naturally 1 was 
ir'created io the golrg out of a com 
ptoy of volunteers eighty years ago 
County This company 
tt« Pccahoctas Betcuers, took about 
a to march eighty miles, to 

*earc «ar in u.« raw. So— 


Mz%ur roll of the .“Pocahontas 
MMuen" mo«Ured Into service on 
May IStt. 1961. . 

f Stofer, D. A. 1 pr gloves, 

U#oUft»at. C J I Skeen, b 
O Sergeant. Slarker, D. W C. 

■ •»** ua rv^y. Waiter H. b 


varners .iusi as the company ar-* 
rived the Cavalry under Captain Me J of the commissioned and 
Nrel came In sight They were re slone d officers of the con 
ceifrd with all honor. The company — 

thm heard a ammon from Rev J. E. i Looking around In the 
* 4(Hj,t a»‘d were dismissed and enter I fur something to print. I 
tallied by Jno \ arncr. Jo»tah Uerold., some old oaoers In m>» v 


B«th Cavalry and Company. Then* gave the rostc 
ac*c»te the Mountain to Marshall's. Rescues. M an 
Rain during the evening and all ganlzcd when 
ol ^ 1 the states, ba< 

Monday 20th— March resumed at herewith. Al 
6 1 2 a. rn Halted an hour at J. W. by-laws. 
Marshall's »nd marched to Jacob The com pan 
f> nred'a; 15 staying overnight at Saturday. May 
Jol.n brad's, a few going with John on that day to 
MeLaughilo. 6 to Snydrra and the] of Virginia fre 
rest quartered upon Jacob Conrad, forces In the n 
.1 Irit.r%«l, .11 d. y . TI..J n>.t II, 

(Ax.kUtutloo Of I tie Company Barbour (\>um 

Atilc e I - Tills oumpattv shall te repelling them 
bftawft h; the name of Pocahontas 
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Report of the Droop Mountain Battlefield Commission 


Tin* Droop Mountain DattlMirlil Commi&iioii respectfully kiiU- 
mils the following report: That on the 25th day of January, 1227, 

11oii m* Joint Heaolution No. 8, was adopted, which is as follows ; 

•‘Providing for the appointment of a commission for the battle- 
field on Droop Mountain.” 

Hftulvtd by the Legislature of Went Virginia: 

WimuiAH. On© of the hard fought battles of the Civil War occurred 

0 Miilltlhthli nil Duf miiIim n lain (I Imiilt. In whlidi Went 

\ lii.Mihi milfllMf M# l/itlli Mid nil mill DmmIwiImImIo, \tm 11 r 11 r«»I * i|, #t | f «| 9 

Wimf»,A.», 'J B« lol4vi vunhuc /•*** I.n ,u uMiU # u t „ U j ot ||,«* ***** 

of that Buttle, yet there ure still living old soldiers unci cilixcns who cun 
murk out tho various positions of the different regiments, battalions and 
cof/.pkrJe* that were engaged in the battle; and. 

Whereas, Droop Mountain is a very high elevation overlooking tho 
valley of the Greenbrier River, the little levels of Pocahontas County, 
and the far off peaks of tho Alleghany Mountains, making it one of the 
most beautiful scenic spots in West Virginia; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to appoint a committee of 
five, three from the House and two from the Senate, whose duty it will be 
to look over the battlefield, temporarily mark the battle lines, and secure 
all necessary information from the old soldiers and citizens yet living in 
the community, that everything authentic muy be preserved for future 
generations. The committee shall ascertain the owners of the innd upon 
which the battle was fought and take a conditional option on some part 

of such land, of not less than fifty acres, at a price that seems reasonable 
to the committee. 

1 he members of the committee shall be paid their actual expenses 
incurred in carrying out this resolution. 

1 nrsuant to the Joint Kesolntioii aforesaid and in compliance 
therewith, your Excellency on the 21st day of April, 11)27. ap¬ 
pointed a commission as follows: 

Erom the~Hmi.sc of'Delegates: i 

John D. Sutton of Sutton, West Virginia. 

N. P. Kemlall of Grafton, West Virginia. 

M. M. Harrison of Confidence, West Virginia. 

Prom the Senate: 

A. L. llelmiek of Thomas, West Virginia. 

Robert P. Kidd of Glcnvillc, West Virginia 

That your Commission met on the 2#th day of April, 11)27. in the 
City of Charleston, and organized by the election of John 1). Sutton 
as chairman and N. P. Kendall as Secretary. 
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» Ml lU mv4m^ mliiiyil Ik i h*irm*n In 
ij urr» IM mmI Mid ImM in thr preftarafton 
, f «i«f kW*Mf fW im»i »m|N%ftnnt |minfi in 

fl,r » | «>H «Wr * »▼ battle* ««fnl on Wnl 

i^Mf rf IW Ott) War TW l omtniMion then ml* 
t* tnH H iW fi»| «l ik iVirvun 
l 1\m~ - — fm — taw| t# Ik ftll nf tk Chairman on the 
fiiJmh. IV? mH ii MaHtatmt amt «»n thr UNlt vhilnl 

t* | mm IWf Mountain. accompanied liy j 

t «< «ir «y mm khi an 1 mtrmtnl citifcn* from Marlin- 
. «.<**. .Mi«r rf «kM nrrr thoroughly acquainted 
i » >«•- ; m 9 touch valuable mfnrrn.ition to thr 


*%t Jo • y* ' t V7 tke ton mrt in scsmoii nt thr resi- 

.i r' SJr% K' •■•nr*, II MH’artr, which i* located on thr fnrm 
*4*'* r*atot flr^tr efur battle was foiijrht. All of thr 

Tw C«r-r.> m» >m it* -refed thr battlefield and mmlr n fairly 
m n^» n/ thr v»er-.r It comprise* morr thnn two thousand 
Mtn «# trrriii 

1 aa r«'i'KMM ff rtl.cr report* that thrv stood on thr summit 
at n * calm, quirt summer clay, when thr whole 

-aB'ry «rrtnr«| at peace and there was nothing to 
“■**'**' U- - j- ; fn »r . *r\ prior to that time those who wore thr 
Ifcw m I thaa* '•* ! m ? * may were engaged on that hill in one 
ir *^ mtm * '! <* maarrrr of West Virginia, then in its 

**&*** r*.-h «rrj fovjht for what it believed to lie right and 

e all rtf t - rrMf who wrrr artor* in that bloody drama were 

W-* . r- air* Ur r )<- North and South ended their bitter 

* i>H kp> f ^ ^ f prwenfd, and the animosity engendered 

hi that imfUri t % a*a/v| away and universal peace reigns 
Ihra rkMt the HrpaWie ■ 77 

lh- «Mttr *;*r» ad n i? I Wore ns was one of indescribable beauty 
ttf Tow-ring mountains the smiling and fertile 

ImLwL! *' “* ^ r ‘ #! h! torit a ^brier Hirer, flowing gently 

hat* Jlf UU mountain. Nowhere in all of our travels 

Mfc V. f V- - * r ‘" ,,ir btm,,| J r or a location for a great 

tl.. I ir* 5 77 >,,r r ° ,lu,,i * a ‘ ion decided that a part of 

*****JJVfVi f#,r §#A S> " 1 “ I'ttrk" 

* raerd the McCarty farm. <;ott- 
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Droop Mouni .< m n . 11 1 I<1 Commiwlon 
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«T3kMt • *-< f**i' -M < «• r^r% ♦>“% rowrillK I lie 

IL li^tilr v •• Ck«w Arrv«'» %»*irv>l ftlttl *»u*l» opt loll Wit* 
^, t . | j W t H f mi i rwtulM of AfY<*n n.Tfn aroimtl 

^ i, • y iml (W fwmKl of Half »«*rr. 
t'l ,«( •!«• « 4 M iii t l Mil nui«lr part of tltu r«*|k»rt mul 
-_ %4« liihMtivI »* » #».! o roj>v of the option to your 

TV Mttff of «*i k-r a %um\ m»«l of hk*ittitig and 
lj|r |t» :k >s«* 4 f iotri^t warn Irft to tin* Chairman. 

\ tu0 ( i f inkrf rrfk'Hk that thr Chairman ouiiM.nl to 

pfc ( „ «m|i i f tW uni ! aftk f«*M, ilKiwinf tin* liH*ation of the 
lta» cm’ of the i! ffrmit units engaged therein, as 

«• aafi rkT n »U> information, which plat is tiled here- 
«W aah i**rt *f flu* rrporf. 


to: 


Tie • W»^ m» tSf« adjourned to meet again at the call of the 
«Wm*» Aidlmaalr by him for a meeting to lie held at 
U iV#^c VefifiSi on the 2Sth «Uv of Dcceiulicr, 11127, at 
•iirA atv’Mr *11 the memlem were present, except Delegate 

» aortic „• the scope of the report of the Commis- 
J j[w« and rl.e preparation of the report was dele- 
r**~4 to Srmaiar Kidd, with the aid of the Chairman and Secretary, 
ft h» ij rwl intention to make the report very complete, 
4 o 4 tV* : vi Mil. oooum the photographs of your Excellency and 
t tw • >mjz. *.u* an-i further contain the cuts and a brief 
Ufl?r*pfc.»r **. trh of the leading oflicers engaged in that hotly 
baitl r, n u.-!l photographic views of the field and of 
n * LtftV- lam’ll Valley. Tluit it also contain a picture of the old 
jMOfU aJ *• w »uo<liii| f and further a recominendatioti for a lake 
^ 7 * aa d that it also contain letters and interviews 

Uiuinr. Iron. - Id er* engaged in the battle and other interesting 
4 t»n»Wiii« csxuiectrd therewith. 

' tmr ' ! ! funher reports that all or the matters set 

"•rrwitli or printed in this report and asked to be 
,U part thereof. 

IK J U . ' fr|>orta that Droop .Mountain is a high eleva- 

,„a , *' **" ,Vr v-u and eon tains several high 

• " ;’• • •' *•»•» i» u limestone soil and the tract 

uu,l; . lC WOo,,la,u ‘ some 

-"| l " V .* '.,'1 [ r n Z! > “' ' t r i, ; Ui !‘ U be4uUful j "tretcl.ii.g north. 

- »■ . i..»i.. „ t view of thr \n” '‘"'‘w ° f , ' 0ca, '°"* n * County, 

1 Alleghany Mountains and the Green- 


#l»*l 


__Daooi- Mountain Conn tamo* It*™*, 

!’f ri IT 1 Ai. Pr r " ,!UU ,U Wny thrOUKh Um! "Vr»d »"»• and M*or» 

oT the Allcgheiilfii. 

Prior to this bottle there were no considerable Confederate 
for,,.s anywhere ... West Virginia except the < ir .. hl .r,.. r V. , • 
wbieli Wax held by tile Confederate* from o, head to it. f.«,t a 

diHtance or about one hundred seventy miles, and which protected 
Virginia from attacks from the west. For the pur,. . . 

tl.e.s,- Confederate, forces, General Averell was directed to „ lar ,. h 
from Beverly, West Virginia, t<. Lewisburg and that it WM while 
on this march he met the enemy ut Droop Mountain. The battle 
was there fought on tile (itl. day »r November. between the 
forces commanded by General Averell. and the Confederate for.-., 
by General .lolm Kcl.ols and Colonel William L. Jackson. 

Your Commission further reports that this was the only battle 
where the forces were composed largely of West Virginia v.l.liers, 
and fought on West Virginia soil. 

Droop Mountain is fourteen miles south of Marlinton, seven 
from Midpoint and four and one-tenth miles from Hillsboro, and 
it is also ten miles from Henie station, sixteen miles from Frankfort 
and twenty-four miles from LcwLsbnrg. Your Commission further 
reports that Ilills Creek, rising at the base of some high mountains, 
west of Droop Mountain, sinks and passes under Droop Mountain, 
near the middle of the battlefield, then emerges at the eastern edge 
where it is called Locust Creek. It Hows about two miles to the. 
Greenbrier River. 
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_ »»«oop Mountain Commissi on Rm*n 

Reports Made by Participants 

Your Communion net* out herein n partial report matte of „„<! 
liaulc by the loading officer** who participated therein: 

General Averell’s Report: 

On the first day of November, I left Beverly with my eomtnaml 
consisting of the 28th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Col. A Mi«, r - pm, 
West Virginia Infantry, Col. T. M. Harris; 2ml WeM V»r-*.„i tt 
Mounted Infantry. Lieut. Col. A. Scott; 3rd Weat Virginia 
Mounted Infantry, Lieut. Col. P. W. Thompson; 8th West Virginia 
Mounted Infantry, Col. J. II. Oley; 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
Col. J. N. Schoomnaker; Gibson’s Battalion and Batteries 1: & t;, 
First West Virginia Light Artillery, Capt. J. V. Keeper and C. T. 
Ewing. 

On ihe morning of the 6th wc approached the enemy V position. 
The infantry and one corps of cavalry was sent to the right to 
ascend a range of hills, with orders to attack the enemy’s left and 
rear, the attack of our infantry, 1,175 strong, was conducted skil¬ 
fully by Col. Moor. 

1 he 2nd, 3rd and 8th, dismounted, were moved in line obliquely 
to the right, until their right was joined to Moor’s left, Col. Moor 
says when lie arrived in front of the eniny's position, at 1 :45 i\ m. 
he formed a line and ordered Col. Harris to move up in double 
quick, who arrived in the nick of time. “See first formation mup. M 

Lieut. Col, Scott’s Report 

Lieut. Col. Alex. Seolt, 2nd West Virginia Mounted Infantry, 
says that at about 12 o'clock, having moved to the front, “I was 
ordered to dismount my command and fight on foot, and was 
ordered to take a position between the 1 third and eighth. At this 
timc.typ found the 3rd, 8th and 14th Pennsylvania Chivalry in line 
of battle, with Jackson’s force. The 2nd, 3rd and 8th West Virginia 
Infantry, at once immediately in front of the breastworks.” 

1 went into action with two hundred men; out of that number 
there were nine killed, fourteen wounded, two mortally, one of 
whom has since died, seven severely anti five slightly. 

Report of Colonel John 0 ley 

Eighth West Virginia Mounted Infantry. After taking my 
place with column on the morning of the litli, I was ordered to clear 








Mi* wt*ik t’ouui^uis Kijoht 



• to sttfd tUtuboti !* 0 tcr, Toloncl Button was ordered 
-»■ rnmpAnir^ of thr £hn! Virginia Infnnlry under 
K T t\»!ot»e! (Jfoifp S, Patton commanded 

T c 22od Virginia went into action with five 
fifty *rranj?, losing one hundred and thirteen in 
"f in.) ni)«iiii|* The 2Jrd Virginia Battalion, three 
rfty strong, Ion! stxty-onc in killed, wounded and 


r 4 Bji*ntr> of the 22nd under Captain Thompson, one 
and twruty-fitt strong, lost nine killed, thirty wounded, 
xv’tjf Hattie ended at A l\ m. 


Hepcrt of Mij. Wm Blessing. 23rd Virginia Battalion 

U c :ke fighting became very severe I was ordered to nuircli 
* k vi c r rani. x to the support of Captain Marshall, who, with 
0 i I r. Inrd and twenty-five dismounted cavalry, was being forced 
lad m the left. 

\!\V wrrr then forced back to a fence at the Bloody Angle. We 
* rT ' *b*-n reinforced by three companies of the 22nd Virginia 

Ir/:.rr. and one dismounted com jinny of the Nth Virginia 

Cavalry. • J ' ’ % % 1 # ■'\ 

Report of Col. Thompson 

1 o oeel Thompson, lSIth Virginia Cavalry, says that he sent 
h:: ' !rr ' ! cavalry under command of Captain Marshall, the 
“I 1 ' 1 c,m, ' 4,in * f of ‘he 19ll. and 20lh Virginia Cavalry just 
* : , •' r commanding Dennings Battery, consisting of 

Imndretl men. he having deployed his men on the right of the 
1,1 - formal tiy Captain Marshall. 

Report of Col. W. Wiley, 20th Virginia Cavalry 

... “ p< “■ we »c«-c attacked by the 2nd, 3rd and 

" \\~t\irginia Mounted Infantry. 

Report of Col. Milton J. Ferguson 

foZTon ^h'•' 5u', r of'v C>tVa ^ *'>'* “' Mt »>« reported 
n.-tfri, alll | irrj | 1 ° * ov< mlH*r, who was then on the 

•- • ■ Mon,;:i: :; n c 7; f 0 ^°h nel m t,,e — 

of the 1 Hi, | { ’ , , 1 hc ,,lor,,, ,*g of the Gth. One 

Wu * or ‘‘«rcd to take position on the 


_ hitooi- Mountain Co m minium Itia-oar , 5 

old,road of Locust Creek. The eflkicnt men of six 
were dismounted, four companies placed on extreme l. ft ■ , ,,.. r 
•'omnium I of Lieutenant Colonel Gibson and two 

center. John I). Baxter, orderly sergeant of Company H uni, 
West Virginia Infantry, was the first one to cross i|„. ,, 

tlic 'bloody angle, und fell mortally wounded insi.lr tl»- \ 

lines. 



Letters Bearing Upon the Battle 

Brownsville, Payette County, 
n«r Pennsylvania. 

t y November 16, 1927. 

Dear Sir; 

I saw your inquiry about Colonel Schoonmakcr or Pittsburgh, 
in the National Tribunal or the week of November 11. In reply 1 
would inform you that lie is dead. lie died October 11th, eiglity-six 
years of age. lie died from the effects of an operation lor appendi¬ 
citis. I was with Colonel Schoonmaker in the Battle of Droop 
Mountain in the Nth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company E. 

Gkohue W. Arison. 


innpel, W. Va., July 12, 1927. 

Dear Sir and Comuadk: * i* ' 

T do not feel that I have health or the strength to meet you at 
the I)rooj> Mountain Battlefield next week, iiiueh as I would love to. 
I hope you will lie able to properly locate the Held. If you could 
Hud some Confederate soldiers that were in the fight or native eiti- 
zens who were acquainted might be helpful. As I remember the 
enemy were stationed in line of battle and we advanced on them. 

* h fy * 00M * 1 ' 11 ^e patch, as I remember, during the hottest part of 
tin* fight. I was near the head of the Company where we joined 
( ompuny A. Sergeant of Company A—I can't think of his name 
now—was killed near my side. Wheeler, Milt Holly son ami others 
were wounded near about the same time. When the enemy tied the 
eonijinny and regiment that were able followed in juirsuit. I think, 
to Lewisburg. I confess that I was more concerned in what nas 
going on than in noting the lay of the land. Hesse excuse the 
rambling. Hope you succeed. 

Jtatpcet fully, 


Henry Bender. 
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Coffccvillc, Kansas. March 5, 1927 

Dear Sir and Comradr: 

Your Inter just to hind having been forwarded to inn from 
Chapel. My recollection of the Droop Mountain Battle \% indefinite. 

I think both regiments inarched up the name road until nenr the 
summit, the 28th in the lend, nenr the top filed to the left until both 
regiments were the some distance on the mountain, when we faced 
mid marched toward the enemy and soon found them. Our forma- 
tion was Companies A, F, l). and C, lifter which 1 am not sure, only 
Company B was the extreme left. 1 dh not rememher any troop* 
on our right. I am only guevsing from my recollection, the engage- 
went hepin not later than 10 a. m. and ended by noon, or before. 

I do not remember that there was a skirmish line. I always thought 
our company struck the most formidable point in the enemy's fine 
I would love to go over the field bill do not now feel that I will be 
able. Anything I can do will be cheerfully done. NVilli best wishes. 

Henry lly.sm.it. 

Note: Captain Bender was mistaken as tn the tune that the 
battle ended. 



Progress, W, Va, t April 20, 1927. 

Dear Mm. Sutton : 

Your letter received the 19th inst. 

The bait le of Droop Mount am U'gun about 10 o'clock a. m mid 
lost i*<I about one hour, os well as I rcmciidicr. 

1 In-longed to Company F, 10th West Virginia Volunteer Infan¬ 
try. My |M*sition battle ranks. General William Jackson'* troop* 
were in front, and I do not rememlaT about the skirmish line. 
Ninety-two prisoners were captured, am! do not know the number 
killed. 


My health will not permit my attciidipg a meeting of the 
committee, 

Very truly yours, 

I. 0. Kmoel. 


Note: Jlc was mistaken as to the length of the engagement. 


Mr Dear Old Friend: 


Cotugeville. W. Vs., May 9, 1927. 


I received your letter tonic time ago and was certainly glad to 



<V*«iM*toN It iron? 


tn*w*rrd «na»u»r 1*111 my limit It i* 
•nrrtl Now, At I am fpfl* 

ten Imrv Rnmc ynu I lit* itifnrnin* 


IT, mmm?**' m ynm wd| mwmlfr, in front of Jo* llfAnl'R At 
* i < m | jf pf^ MrAfitr— The nr\i mornmp nt dawn wo broke 
| yjpfnl Kf"'* t he f <iU toward A li»W gup ill the ftlOlin-j 
— fcp|«. p' c r rc tie pike behind the Confederates. on the 1 

g, f t** a to jou.n W* writ led by Austin Browu,. Ikq 

|Wt u ! V • ••*■ v t fwtuer rt'^lrnb of that locality. Before 
** •**> gip H top of the mountain we ran into the Con- 
?> * - tae tt»l« The hat tie now logins. it being about ten 
* k* < ' - J<>1 Wra Virginia wm* in front, followed by the 28th 
,W nr struck the Confederates we faced south. The 
Im* ' rjjr^ aloof the top of the mountain southward. 

| : • I n* »r the pike. 60 or 80 yards distance from it. 

i w < -f i < Iwttle. The Confederate who shot me was 

*.Vri > • r. i--i and raring on a log. lie shot me ns I was 

<m r»v to r rt in*i disarm him. The other boys were wounded 
. - the !mr gap and the place where the pike crosses the tnotin- 

t. .v tr.e r- sometime between twelve and one o’clock. 
- » *W r .-ruled wore carried away to Joe Beard’s home. 
nr + r* thrv had erected a temporary hospital. 

a - the nly 10th Wr»t Virginia soldier left in .Jackson County. 
Are W and 8tlas Morrison '•till living! 

2 «*• glad to h ‘ar that Captain Bender was still alive, and 
p!' sr u kr ot» that you are well and strong. I have always felt 
indent : to you for living my life on Bolivar Heights. As regards 
my family, ?e are ail well, my children are scattered, some being 
n <•: in.* *ome in West Virginia, while my eldest son lives in 
> • a I would like to see you once more and talk over our old 
* (/,BI ' ovcr to Cottagevillc with Kugonc Slaughter 

ry - . Drive over from Sutton. My faith is clear and strong 


•jutirv ji . i>iiAiit>. 


0hio f"rmn,l in lino of bnltle nml was 

; ■ I o„..,ny when the 10th Wert Virginia came up. 

• oionei Moor', official report. 


I 
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i «krw v\hi iit«|iurv for iitfnrma 
.m tbr Hattie of Droop Mountain 


m[jy ji t«. tw )|tk )VriMvt iinu rivalry. The 14th IViiii* 
put . |„ jw \ rr ♦ a :>tb Ohio, Kwin|V Buttery of 1*1 
p.,' V n w t'ti* V«rtt«ii ntfv crnt around to the right 
, I.. •' iW 1 *t Tw Itripdr wa» dismounted at tin? 

. or fc*J onl«r* to Uv down and wait for 


K, 1 Irh IVninylvania, and was wounded 
iMd, from which there is four inches 
n yean old, went to service when I 
titled at Mooreficld, Virginia, also at Ml. 


GkuKOK W. Alt ISON 


Soldiers Home Hospital, July 14, 11)27 


’ »- • \w.' . Tritium that you wished to get in com- 

«nth sarrivor of the Hattie of Droop Mountain. 

1 mm » swmJ^r <•' :bc I‘Hit West Virginia Regiment Infantry and 

** * ’t-t: lor? r We were on the right wing of our forces* 

wa a* we «i the enemy in thick timber we charged and 

r ' T ^ rm areaaualti<*s on our part, but with heavy loss 

I i.tn wr ame to an open space where the timber had 

' • r 1 we received a galling fire, and lost a number 

fcir * •!* • ra * B • : * r volley. Wr then took shelter behind logs and 

imAtrr ■> where Sergeant Bird Curry lost his life. We 

■ w * v • • right and routed the Johnnies, and that ended 
tW Wtllr 

Voura truly, 

. L, 8. Clotiusk, 

( o. A, 10th West Virginia Infuntrv. 


(Jivwway, \V. Va 


.;777 o, ;« ,hi -^ 1 w«h «w« y «t n„ 

' b, '« *»H HOW Iry to«loito. 

. n * ut • N ’«' v, '"l*«r I a* the titty of the battle 


_ ._Daooe Moiornw <Vimmouo« l(m.irv 

esi ly in tin* morning, the Union army began to move on it* 

'*rn army in the levela near HilU Iwlow, that i% turning down from 
Marlinton. They moved down very early. Pop 'hooting \***n 
about 8 o'clock. Jackson moved his besieged back tip on the crown 
of the Droop, and at atmut 10 o'clock, *kirm tilting began, very 
lively, beginning on the eastern face of the Droop, continuing 
around southward near the IxxniHt Creek Mill and also north to the 
Black Mountain. General KcIioIh arrived with hi* force from the 
direction of I^wishurg, between 8 and 9 o'clock, and Colonel Coch¬ 
ran near the same time, with the 14th Virginia Cavalry General 
Echols with most of his men occupied the southern part of the 
mopptain, but Derricks Battalion was placed on the north of the 
left wing of W. L. Jackson, and the 1 1th Cavalry was placed on the 
main top of the main mountain near the turnpike in rear of th*- 
artillery. Ocncral Jackson's artillery was placed north of the 
turnpike. His line of battle continued from the turnpike north¬ 
ward around to Hills Creek, including the line of Derricks Nkir- 
mishers, as stated commenced at alxmt 1 o'clock. Fighting fiercer 
and fiercer began in earnest and ended at or near 4 or 4:20 in the 
evening. 

General Avercll moved his men very near the top of Droop, the 
men were surprised, but I was not. I told the General but l was too 
late with the news. That is why I was there in the charge to call 
Colonel Derrick to fall back. I lost my horse by it, and was cap¬ 
tured to boot, but got away before they got olT the mountain. 1 
belonged to Company B, 26th Virginia Cavalry, W. B. Jackson's 
Brigade. I was a courier and then knew nearly all the southern 
lines of battle. 

The regiments in front of the center, east of Droop Mountain, 
that 1 knew was there was the 14th Pennsylvania, the 8th and 16th 
Cavalry, the 10th West Virginia and 28th Ohio. Those two regi¬ 
ments done the heavy part of the fighting. A Uplines that I come in 
contact with that day had skirmish lines. As to prisoners caught 
on either side, I don't remember. But there was forty captured 
when I was. 1 might be able to be present and attend a meeting 
of the Committee ut some time this year. 1 can't just say. 

You must he light on considering or criticising iny pencil 
scratching, as my eyes are very bad. 

Yours respectfully, 

Milton Butciikh. 

Notes The bones of the horse have been discovered. 
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Of or., 

^•O^OAJ KiGEOf 


,r, ‘- ,rum l,ru "i* Mounuin lUitUndd 


r>wo««* Mountain Commimuon Htw.ar 


z\ 

' our < ’om mission linn tried to mo murk tin* position of tie differ* 

••»»f units and by actual «urwy and mcasim-inem • marker* 
Wl.ich wo have planed and the maps which we have pr-pan-d. 
may lie a sure guide to the public, and the descendant* of ti- mxU 
diers that fought the battle, and point to the very nfiot where th. tr 
fathers stood in the greatest battle ever fought on Went Virginia 

•»**>. o I I ]■ 

Milton Butcher, who was Jackson's courier, carried the last 
order that his chief gave. The order waa to Colonel Derrick, and 
read, ‘Fall hack to pike, west of artillery.” lie delivered the 
dispatch but his horse was killed and he was captured, but made bis 
escape. 

Major Kcstcr, who commanded the 46th Battalion, was in front 
of the 28th Ohio. He stopped their advance and they were giving 
back, whereupon Kester shouted to his men to stand firm for two 
minutes, saying they were whipped, but before the two minutes 
were up the 10th West Virginia coining tip as Colonel Moor says n 
bis report, “just in the nick of time,” turned the tide of battle, and 
the Major found it more convenient lo run than stand. 

About this time, the Confederate line was reinforced by four 
companies of tlie 22nd Virginia Infantry, and one company of the 
Mth Virginia Cavalry dismounted. They poured a deadly lire from 
Ixdiind a tail fence into the ranks of the 10th West Virginia Infan¬ 
try, and especially into Company P, which happened to be in an 
exposed position, and many of its members were being shot down, 
and many wounded and some of its members began to fall back. 
f l heir Captain was in prison and the First Lieutenant was on stall 
duty, and the company had but one commanding officer, Lieutenant 
Henry Bender. John 1). Baxter, the orderly sergeant was in ad¬ 
vance of the company. At this point our Chairman saw the condi¬ 
tion of the company and went up to Baxter and requested him to 
get back and help line up the company. To this request Baxter 
never replied, but rushed up and kicked two or three rails off of 
the fence and they both jumped over the fence and Baxter received 
a mortal wound. W. P. Morrison, \V\ M. Barnett and John A. 
Blagg we believe were the next to cross the fence, and while end¬ 
ing Blagg was badly wounded ami Barnett had a leg shot off. Mor¬ 
rison escaped unharmed. The man who shot Barnett gave his life 
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B[ ta n y *ttm »1 • i<NII S»U* Carr and 

%t< ■• •vihr tW F to onm Ilw mil (rite*. 

■|pVf<U cm# iW iW •/ tW Mttlr Nv» hflUfr tti/in than 
ffvf a **• ft* r or* n! !, War V few moment* 

r ^0t n - V# • v 11* »n mi »i ' Virginia h«% mortally Wounded, 
tn «f i< »»' i *j* t# »uW aiHithrr stand. Hr uni nil 
Jl^f amI W wir^ > a**t .Unit#. 

• •• rwri' ' • w«n •rrHrtwl thn! battle: After tin* 

Ihitw • ^« ’•'n hm t|rtail*>l to rather ttfi the dead nml 

umiM i -• 11 »»!r ?hn« detailed wa* Andrew .1. 

\Vr%t Virginia Infantry. They were 
• * m tw m«* «. i r. > - rt •I v^rrnnl a drad ttldirr, and look 

hittf mi »« rr»>vr I .m to the place when* they were bring* 

ms tw ^*1 r*d oj«W fttcetl rr He felt n crooked finder on 
th* . r * * b jr ' th* %«r and feel of the mini convinced 

^ «r% .vi »o* ? b r. John, lie, therefore, colled for sonic 

4«* n. ktms • •*.-! * wymg that he had found his brother, and 
«wi w u li-U e diwuveml for a certainty that the ttinii 
«»• l ** Ww irr u r af ng the incident to Dr. W. 1*. Newloil. 
***•’ '4'. »ftrr ?ly I. • >ai<! that he took his brother by the 

h*o»! a*! r r-n %av. r fMvttharity by which he knew the lifeless 
My of WitWr. 

*• ’ ^ rare that nothing similar has ever, to our 

v.t» r/vunlnl in the onnaU of warfare. 

Ti, Uft!r • young woman was observed going among 

' w ' •* ra ''* iwtrmly into the face of each one. On 

.... »„ looking for -.lie «id, “I am looking for 

'** T M *'■' *he house of Colonel McNeill. She 

U ’ ’ *‘*rr.~i •».! wav ih, wife 0 f Captain George 1. Davis- 

7. " . ,,J '> Oror^r had gone through the battle tin- 

“ - ,,i% Ur lnta ,h - “•'*«<• »( conflict when his wife was 
*** a**otif tar dead. 

„ ‘‘** "* ‘MK'-dies. its heart rending scenes, vet 

. ... j ; \ r " U ( v ‘' n " anuw *"K incident. James Sisler 

.." * br " r " , 7 M'«rtcm,aster, and had charge of 

■ — ' UtuJ :,T, U " rm> " ,| y rdn ‘«» *l.ut at the 

.. ‘ i *7 0,1 lfcp n;,re «' 1 «'«l in great con- 

J, M . ' "hat he would 

- den ordrL SL . ‘ ,,) " n,,U,d ir 1 k »«>'v." 

on I hr L.Mishurg p,k’.- 7i"' ,n I '7" ‘ l,e,r Wug0,Wl ""' l 

n-rg p,ke. Ml( | „ |e confuaion th|(l 






IfotlHTAltt * ^ 

train of Ocntttl Blbolft’ ndtll . 1 . I rnmtm friKhlm^l, 

whirled around, breaking th.* tongue off the waimn. Thry then fmt 
%uiiic fence raiU on the wagon to **t it on flrr, ami h. ut ,t f„ r 
hrvrrnl years nft.*r the war prople would com.* to ttnthrr up %rat. 
Vcrcd'lead over the fields. 

Major Henry 11. Wither*, of the 10th Went Virginia Infantry, 
was u brave and fearless fighter. At the battle of Cellar Crrek, hr 
was rallying his men and getting hot. he threw of! hi* coat and 
having on a gray shirt got mixed up with some prisoners that were 
l**ing taken to the rear, and was arrested for an enemy and taken 
Mime distance to the rear, ln-forc his identity was known. He fought 
with great bravery at Droop Mountain. 

Dr. T. M. Harris, of Ilnrrisvillc, W. Vu.. was a physician of 
note, and when the Civil War came on In* recruited the lOtli West 
Virginia Infantry Regiment and Imcnmc its Colonel, lie served 
with distinction through the war. lie commanded a division in 
the campaign from Richmond to Appomattox. <>ur Chairman. Mr. 
Sutton, saw him win his star, under tin* immediate eye of Qeuernl 
(.rout, ut Port Gregg, in the final assault on the Confederate de¬ 
fense at Petersburg, Virginia. 

Hamilton Griggs, a member of the 10th West Virginia Infantry, 
is authority for a story illustrating the coolness of Colonel Harris 
in battle and under heavy fire. While Colonel Harris was leading 
his regiment into position for the final charge at Droop Mountain 
lie passed to a section so rough that lie dismounted and was lead¬ 
ing his horse. A bullet from the Confederate lines passed through 
the long, red heard then worn by the Colonel, cutting out a wisp. 
He stripped out the severed whiskers and as he dropped them to 
the ground, turned to Adjutant John Warnickc and said: “John, 
take my horse back to the rear; I'm afraid lie’ll get shot." Then 
ft*- lb* continued to lead tiie charge oil foot. V 

Jlon. Felix Sutton sent the following list of killed and wounded 
in the 10th West Virginia Volunteer Infantry. 

Name Rank Co. Remark* 

James Pickens, Private. ...A (iunahot wound through left leg 

Samuel Swcckcr, Private ... A (aimshot wound through left leg 

(icurge Walton, Private ......... A Gunshot wound in knee joint, right side 

Henj. Moore, Private . C Gunshot wound in left hip, ball retained 

Isauc Hurkhnmmcr, Private .C Gunshot wound through left forearm 

George Osborn. Corporal_ C Gunshot wound through right arm 

Pranklin Fisher, Private. I) Gunshot wound right thigh, middle third 

John Queen, Private __ I) Gunshot wound through left shoulder 
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thimig li right •rm aba*# 
mm #ll«* 

Ihvwwgh lltll# Angrr 
right hand 

ivt kfl kiw» joint rv- 
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r Owi M m m t rn i thrvttgh right leg near 
Am Jrtflt 

r UmiHol wt-und right ankle, serious In¬ 
volving Joint 

r OmM •»H*nd top of right shoulder 
K Gunshot wound through loft shoulder 
f Gunshot wound through left arm, shat- ( 
tcrrd htttnuru* 

F Gunshot wound through both arms 
K Gunshot wound through middle, ring and 
little Angers 

IVrvate F Gunshot wound through left leg 

F Gunshot wound through left forearm 
V Gunshot wound through middle finger 
right hand 

Gunshot wound in abdomen, flesh wound 
Gunshot wound in left thigh 
Gunshot wound in right side, perforating 
bowels 

Gunshot wound in left thigh, lower third, 
flesh wound 


G 

G 

II 


Prrrate ... II 


KILLED 


Pnntr 

Private- 

r, Pmate_ 

Barter. O. S,_ 

Captain. 
Private 
, Private 


A Gunshot in head 
A Gunshot mortally 
D Gunshot in head 
B Gunshot mortally 
F Gunshot in bowel* 
Gunshot mortally 
Gunshot mortally 
H Gunshot mortally 


I * • and twenty-one wounded in 28th Ohio; their orderly 
‘ Company F. killed. 


s e .v-ntinj has been called to the Droop Mountain Battle- 
' srf ^ T inferrat has been shown all over the State, and being 
w * 1 * i* > on one of the paved highways of the State, no 
r^<*'er nMrar* on ran lie shown than the great scenic views of the 
w^jr.t, r • and river-, and the rich valley, lying at its base, together 
» h h<* I: •'*>fi. i#i, wiil make Droop Mountain one of the nation's 

* •ftrvii'inv .in,I will advertise West Vir K i»in. ns nothing 
mtild do. 

V,r J ,; r;|11 y° u «‘ attention to the fnet that the effort that is 

>0 ’ ,n * r " ,! !,,ru {or ,h, ‘ development and Iwautifyinp Ihe battlefield 
'J" 1 " ,r, - v «f every old soldier, living of either 

h ** " ,r 11 n *verbal approval of the citizens of the State, 


Scenes from Droop Mountain Battlefield 
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| t r • * ll*% 

Snr,%. ++~. ^ f«Mh*«ing rtwliilimu 

HPbbW n«it t >vr H'r%I \ inrtttia IlMortml Society car- 

E* , .• n>»«i t** D|wk»j% Mountain Hattie Field CommiMion for 
**«.-.•% «*•! ir4, tn arquiftug t it It* fo thr land on which flic 
m*»* «»« in I for the wnrk that ha* l*een cloiio nml tin* 

|W* *lvji i« Sr»jnr mad* f.^r thr inpmrftni*nl and beautifying one 

* «.’»** ifeftttr«| term? virus of the State; and that fund* 
ni *r *rp**V***t*d tn earrv on the work tlint the I ommission 

Tkst the thank* of the Society ere hereby extended 

* or>v iiecr < the aid hr ha* given the Haftlefiold Commix* 

i a >ti wfd ami 

ilttr ’+J fmrtkfr. That the memory of the brave men, of both 
I- ^ - * fo irht the memorable battle of Droop Mountain, 

t> - perpetuated for ail time by monuments nnd parks, and 
Si i. *• l itiorjr, and that the State should no longer neglect this 
m battlefield n l*-.unifying a spot, drenched with the blood of 
*v> arrund which cluster so manv sacred memories of the 


m its 


r«ar o*nrr -*;on further reports that the land optioned is not 
oo i>> . r r ran it lie made so, without acquiring the fifteen acres 
rrwrrv T.\ % y< r commission would recommend should be done, 
* ! * ’ n nable price, to Id agreed upon by the parties in interest. 

’• * --wri to rail special attention to the topography of the 
mmr Th*re i* a straight ridge running north and south, 
1 * - * r Plater part of the land optioned. This ridge Ls 

ir • * i ami to the north and would make a fine field for 
airplanes to operate. v ( | 

# ' Br f r ® a,frr sjiecial interest is an ancient lake that was 
^ >r -d by the Chainnan of your Com mission. Its outline is 
i -nlj r:-irked and shows it to have been a magnificent lake of 
• th* stintless ages have encroached upon its shores, until 
^ »^v r d over with elder brush, moss and vinos. Its waters flow 

\‘ r " r: ‘ h ‘ rnd r,f * bc ,a *»i with two small fills would, in all 
prohahduy. I* Aiiflicient to impound the waters, to a depth of sev* 

and * dr,vew *>- "ound the lake would he about one mile 
*** w '* Wiev o that the magnitude of the lake, covering 
"i rf 7‘ n “• wou,d ^Pport millions of mountain trout. 

M'. '7Lrr S 7 7 U, . d re00,n,ncnd thnt lh <* l«»‘l optioned 
I irr|,avd and a deed obtained and the title to the fifteen 


IllUHM' Mltt'KTAIN <'<IMMI>.|ns ill II,. t 


stjst . ** °- 1 m -f I 

♦■I.i.ikmi imi may t»< nmttr for thr ptymmt of tl,. hunt. „n.t to rirr^ ' 
...i ilie work of improvement a. rapidly a* ’ 

fiirili.-r rramimrnil thnt the marMahlr timW >m th. i.o.u i„ „ >M 

* nd l,ml **‘ r ridge, hereinbefore rtbmH to. -fitiH »- m »,u arm. 

Mill for living mnebinca ; nml alao that thr « n trr of thr ukr ,ho„i,i 
I"’ •t"l> , »»"lr<l ; nnd thnt anitnldr dnvrwnva and Other attrart.^r 
feature* bo prepared n« rnrlv n. |iov.ihlr and thnt nltiniatrly , Br .„ 
park mny lio entnbUnhcd nml mnintainrd that would hr . M ,at ,.V a0 
to those in other states. 

Your Commission would further recommend that your Kwh 
lency call the attention of the Clovervionc of Pennsylvania ami ohvo 
to the very valuable service rendered hv the 14th Pennsylvania 
< avalry, commanded by Colonel Schoonmaker. nml the 2S»h 
Infantry, commanded by Colonel Moor, as these states mijat d-san 
to perpetuate the memory of those bran* men by a snit.ibl * imnui 
ment or inonuments placed on the battle lines where they fought 

Your Commission here expresses the belief that by tin- ••m>‘ n«h 
turc of a reasonable sum of money on the Droop Mountain Hattie 
field that it would become such an attractive resort and nf .. \idue 
to the State beyond estimation in dollars and cents, nnd that tlv 
same would produce a patriotic sentiment that would forever he 
blended and clustered around the field that holds so many saer»*«l 
memories. 

AH of which is respect fully submitted. 

JNO. D. St’TTON, 

N. F. Kknualk. 

It. F. Kidd. 




M. M. Harrison, 
A. L. lra.MicK. 
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IV l>tonj> Mountain Hrtttlr 


r ky JuAn /A ShIIoh) 


ii.. » r* ' * > «jk fn^rst frvtn Indian lll\a»HUh mill Virginia 
IhtaHvii U g m In look ii Hint* to their fiiititicifil 

4 > I |%* • r. 1 . rr* % It not lolly lllltil tllii*M a Wont of 

\ Qb h» * * <* «•»* ;< if on of llicir eastern brethren. Tobnceo 
* r . • w •* «n n*p of (Kf f««l, raised by slave labor, whilst til one 
« %i #1 MW m - tt» il’*prmlril for ntmiy year* upon furs ami 
% t 1 ri |iniiri|wil commodity ill trmk Ami as it Inis been 
f m k- brgu nr of time taxation began to lie Agitated. Tile 
f*r • %i % a|s*»| wrv largely from their e«|iinl share of 

Wmtr*, it uitimllnl very largely the political affairs of tin* 
T‘.' n <m |».irtion of the state was powerless. Their only 
iWw*’ «»« rr » - in The Civil War afforded them that oppor* 
r«n V *• t r war ennie on, 3*2.000 of the young men of 

yXr-xt ru •. 4 joined the Tnion forces. Though they were liv- 

»*• r. . • j ^ it.- t great majority refused to answer the call 
if V rg. -i. and ultra tlie 20th of June, 1803, came, and West 
Wmu . n «oirnittril a state into the union, the defenders of 

r W mw Vav w.-n determined to sustain and defend the state at 

0 

nkd- \-r o of bl»<# I and treasure. The south was as fully deter- 
u /a to :rtatn the territory of the state, and to prevent the rend- 
rnr *.V- s!j?-— a state for which we all have the most profound 

* : rrsp-.-r Hut a sacrifice had to he made and the battle 

- i * l< -* battle of separation. The best blood of Virginia 
’A<'- Virginia, men who had met oil many bloody battlefields 
i r • .* grr t* Hattie of Droop Mountain, soldiers inured to 
m *'***> *"danger*. not soldiers of fortune, not soldiers for spoil, 
k,,! tmru 811 lit east s was a living principle, a principle im- 

l#l * utr| 8,1 tUr ' r ywitli by their fathers. At a distance, it would 
•"«. lik- omiuon coiiv lit that the forces were to lie assembled 
f" r « -'•*.; te%! of strength. (Jcnernl Avcrcll, with a very forinid- 
* Ur t " r " Wl , ‘* v.- r| y „n \„v muI.it 1*|, to fjiwl IIiV Jall( | 

/m. bjttlr wl,- r . v. r l.r mVlit be round, (icucrul Win. L Ja.-kson 

.•' . . i ’"' 1 "-wwl other .mils, Imttnlions .....I 

7 ' r - '. . .. '*>' on the morning of tl„ (ith 

: t:^ of . ..«■.*■ a,,.. 

„, r . . m nilM im . .. 

d ~« '» »» fc»l »r l)n„,„ ..... ,;, re 
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I Mil Mil’ MOUNTAIN < OM MISSION Uh-okt 


nutippfl for I lie nigrlit. On i ho morning of the 6th, (b-ncr*l AywII 
llirrw out n strong skirmish line that cleared Win front to the foot 
of the Mounlnin. About D a. m. the 10th W. Va. lnft.. 28th Ohio 
InH, and one company of the 14th Pa. Cav. and two piece* of 
Kwing’s Battery were sent, around on aback road fii/ 2 milon where 
they formed, and struck the enemy in force, llcre is where the 
principal and hardest part of the battle was fought, and in passing 
over one small plot of cleared land, not comprising more than one 
acre, thirteen were killed and forty-seven were wounded. Some of 
those wounded died later, so iT in this battlefield covering nearly 
two thousand acres of land and fought on hv seven thousand deter¬ 
mined soldiers, what would the casualty list have been if the land 
had been cleared. According to numbers, it might have been a 
second Lookout Mountain, a Fredericksburg, or a battle of great 
slaughter. Providence was kind, whilst the Mountain State was 
baptized in blood. Averell then formed the 2nd, 3rd and 8th W. 

Va. Mounted Infantry, with a portion of the 14tl\ Pa. Cavalry in 
line* of battle, who succeeded in driving the Confederate forces, 
composed of the 22nd Va. Inft. and 11)th Va. Cav. and other 
units up the mountain, near the summit. While further on the 
left of the Confederate line we find a portion of Colonel Averell’s 
regiment, 20th Va., Colonel.commanding, Rosier s Bat¬ 

talion, 23rd Va., Major Blessing; four companies Derrick's bat¬ 
talion, a portion of the 22nd Va. Inft. Some of these units have 
been twice named because, as the fighting became more severe on 
the Confederate left, they weakened their right by sending rein* 
fonvinents to strengthen their left. I give it as my opinion, know¬ 
ing tin* spirit of the men who fought that battle, that if the army 
had not been protected by a dense forest, that fifty per cent of the 
turn engaged would have been slaughtered. 

I lie forces engaged in the Battle were composed of twelve Con- 
f'di-rate units, regiments, battalions and independent companies. 

liit«* the I’nion forces were composed of nine units, regiments 
•n I battalions, lliore was but a slight difference in the numbers 
r ’** n l M,H ing the two armies, the 10th West Virginia infantry and 
• )»** 23rd Ohio that comprised the flanking party and did the prin- 
r ‘pl** fighting was officially reported as 1175 soldiers while tin* 22nd 
'’nrmin Infantry, Confederate, was reported officially at 550 sol- 
^ % tr»»ug and the 23rd Virginia Battalion 350 strong. Captain 
" | ! , b 135 dismounted cavalry, Captain Herring's battalion 
. and Major Kesler’s battalion and other units composed a very 




S«rnr« from llroup Mountain Battlefield 



• I.fore*. Tl.-se n n iu __ 

H™. . .I r....«t,i the 10,h nml Z 

N\ hm in.,I tl„. tldt of bnt!If wim the n^ rrt „ f . x 

general to fortify lint position nnd protect hit Hunk v" 
ofllrrr of *ti|H*rior ability, took advent.*- ^ 

tiiriird the «n„k or the enemy with hi. infantry „„d « nv !. 

HM.-1, „ alight margin for their eeeepe which ca“ ZuA 

All that saved the Ooiifcileretea from being tm oft w a , •, 
that protected their left flank. If Gen-rmU dueionn and KchoU 
had fortified Ute back roa.l over which the flanking units m a«h«| 
an.l protethed their lines hy falling Umber and temporary bre*»i 
uorks on the mountain side, which they had abundant time to do, 
their position would have been impregnable. The mere height „f 
a Mountain is of but slight advantage to those defending it. ff they 
an- not protected hy breast works. When the 10th West Virginia 
Infantry succeeded in gaining n position on the left of the Con 
federate line, the Confederate commander seeing their peril and 
danger of being cut off, ordered a retreat. The roads being l>|,> I 
by cavalry, artillery and wagon trains caused much confusion. 
The rnioii victory was not the result or a lack of number on the 
Confederate side, nor to the gallantry of her soldiers, but a lack on 
the part of their commanders to comprehend the situation and take 
advantage of their position. 

Now we come to another phase of the history of Droop Mountain. 
We reason from analogy and from prohistorie evidence, that Droop 
Mountain has been a battlefield of some prehistoric race, or hy the 
early Indian tribes of America. We read from journals of ('apt. 
Win. Trent, who says that the Shawnees were the most remarkable 
of all the people inhabiting the region east of the Mississippi. In 
Iti-sJ they fell under the rule of the Six Nations and for liulf a cen¬ 
tur y the y existed in various branches. The Miamis were a powerful 
nation. It is said they were the only Indians thill ever waged a suc- 
•s'wful war with the Six Nations. The Delaware Nation consisted of 
t,»r tribal organizations. They were driven by the Six Nations from 
the Delaware river to the Susquehanna, then to the Monougahela. 
Krrrh.-v.il >.i\% that the*Catawba and Delaware Indians were said 
to bate beet, engaged in war when the valley of Virginia was first 
\eivd. Several bloody battles were fought between those tribes 

• u the I'otoinae. Other battles occurred on South Ibaiich in (lamp- 
w..ir County, ami near Franklin, Pendleton County, according to 





n 


Morsrus tVu mission Kn*ONT 


•. _.i 11 .. • mvmml between t!i«* Indiana on Cow Pasture 

K ». r VI homui;h m Hath euunty. We see tluit near and on 
l)r n v ic : Pi\*op Mountain Indian battles occur ret I, and there is 
,v<n rrw<*«i to l*el»eve that possibly many battles were fought on 
tt . |W|i. It **> not only a fortress, but a supply of war 
material nch ami inexhaustible. 

1 «w impiewit with the thought that in the ages long gone by 
Cw w«h> the western or southern tribes of North Ameriea had 
_ ,■ Fieir strong defensive outposts on the Droop Mountain. 

T , rv are unmistakable evidences of it in the rich valley at the 
r . • oi rimountain where in the rich, level land supplies-overe 
jl : iant and where their warriors eould be assembled to a natu- 
ra!iy fortified jiosition in the plains at the foot of the Droop Moun- 
• a;n excavations. where thousands of tons of rough.Hints have been 

nrtooved. 

And on the top of the mountain in a field by tlie edge of the lake 
the ground is covered with spears and arrowheads, a field where 
natives have gathered thousands of the Indian handiwork 
and the chips and spalls to this day cover the ground. 

This must have been a great military camping ground for the 
w.«rri*»rs of the forest by the side of a lake where the waters How 
up cold and sparkling. I imagine in this ancient lake there were 
countless millions of trout from which these warriors feasted and 


from the valleys and rivers. And rich hunting ground. Supplies 
were abundant to feed the warriors, whose duty it was to protect 
the rich hunting grounds. And this the metropolis of the assent- 
bird tribes it is known that in the ages of the past different tribes, 
tierce and warlike, fought with desperation and relentless fury 
over the possession of favored territory. For time unknown the 


tribrs of the north and those of the south were at enmity. 

l)i(>op .Mountain was doubtless one of the strongest strategic 
position on the spurs of the Allegheny mountains. Droop Moun¬ 
tain points with unmistakable evidence to the metropolis of some 
powrrful and war like nation and we doubt not that the very ground 
oirr Which tile soldiers of the sixties fought with such courage and 

daring was one made red with the blood of the savage, a war-like 
l**op|c long since extinct. 


I he evtdenre they left is crude but distinct. Let us in the name 

or a history-loving people, living in the pride of a great age, mark 

I ns I,...one battlefield, dedicated to the freedom of West Virginia 

"III. monuments of granite embellished in art that will forever com- 

ntcinorafe the imperishable memory ami heroism of tile sons of our 
beloved .State. 


Report of the Droop Mountain Battlefield Commission 


The Droop Mountain Battlefield Commission respectfully sub- 
mils the following report: That on the 25th day of January, 1927, 
House Joint Resolution No. 8, was adopted, which is as follows: 

“Providing for the appointment of a commission for the battle¬ 
field on Droop Mountain.” ' , ‘ 

Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia: 

WlIKKKAR, One of the hard fought battles of the Civil War occurred 
it in u it mini Mill, nil HmimltM it iumm a Imlllc In Weal 

\ In.Hilo ■••diliiuMf Inlh I liilnii mill Ihintuilui ulu, inn lii-lpuii i|} anil, 

VV iii HI.A4, 'I ho Ini'/union l/'tn m Iiw/m ohllUi»\ut\ mmij itl ll.n 
of ill a l battle, yet there are still living old soldiers and citizens who cun 
mark out the various positions of the different regiments, battalions and 
companies that were engaged in the battle; and. 

Whereas, Droop Mountain is a very high elevation overlooking the 
valley of the Greenbrier River, the little levels of Pocahontas County, 
and the far off peaks of the Alleghany Mountains, making it one of the 
most beautiful scenic spots in West Virginia; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to appoint a committee of 
five, three from the House and two from the Senate, whose duty it will be 
to look over the battlefield, temporarily mark the battle lines, and secure 
all necessary information from the old soldiers and citizens yet living in 
the community, that everything authentic may be preserved for future 
generations. The committee shall ascertain the owners of the land upon 
which the battle was fought and take a conditional option on some part 
of uch land, of not less than fifty acres, at a price that seems reasonable 
to the committee. 

The members of the committee shall be paid their actual expenses 
incurred in carrying out this resolution. 

Pur*uunt to 1 lit* Joint Resolution aforesaid and in compliance 
therewith, your Excellency on the 21st day of April, 1927, ap¬ 
pointed a commission as follows: 

From the House of 'Delegates: V 

John I), Hutton of Button, West Virginia. 

N F Kendall of (Iriiflon, West Virginia. 

M M llurriMjn of t 'onlldenee, West Virginia. 

FftrtO Hie Senate j l, ;i 

A I* llelmiflt of TIioiiihn, West Virginia. 

IWs’U F Kuld of Uleiiville, West Virginia. 

11 «i >our CuiMMiHHin met on the 28th day of April, 1927. in the 
* »l) ».f t Uarlratoii, and organised hy the election of John I), Button 
•• «it«| S F. Kendall a* Secretary. 

w w 
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lr Commission at I his meeting authorized the Chairman to 
Kl'loy a competent engineer to aid and assist in the preparation 
of the map or the battlefield, shoving the most important points in 
this, one of the fiercest and most, decisive battles waged on West 
Virginia soil during the Civil War. The Commission then ad¬ 
journed to meet at. the call of the Chairman. 

Your Commission pursuant to the call of the Chairman on the 
ISth day of July, 1027, met at Marlinton and on the 10th visited 
the scene of the battlefield on Droop Mountain, accompanied bv 
cjuite a number of\promincnt. and interested citizens from Marlin- ' 
ton and Hillsboro—many of whom were thoroughly acquainted 
with the battlefield and furnished much valuable information to the 
Commission. 

On July 20th, 1027, the Commission met in session at the resi¬ 
dence of Mrs. Rebecca 1C McCarty, which is located on the farm 
where the great and destructive battle was fought. All of the 
members of the Commission were present. 

The Commission inspected the battlefield and made a fairly 
complete survey of (In* same. Tf comprises more than two thousand 
aeres of territory. 

V 

Your Commission further reports that they stood on the summit 
of Droop Mountain on a calm, quiet summer day, when the whole 
surrounding country seemed at peace and there was nothing to 
indicate that sixty-four years prior to that time those who wore the 

blue and those clad in the gray were engaged on that hill in one 
gigantic struggle for Ihe mastery of West Virginia, then in its 
infancy. Each army fought for what it believed to be right and 
m.irly all of the men who were actors in that bloody drama were 
W< t Virginians, lint the North and South ended their bitter 

ggle, the Republic was preserved, and the animosity engendered 

that conflict has passed away and universal peace reigns 
Ifirrnighniit the Republic. 

'i h» *.i «•»»*• spread out before us was one of indescribable beauty 
*' enchantment lowering mountains, tin* smiling and fertile 
j am .mil tin- fairioiiN and historic (Jrrenbrier River, (lowing gently 
**’ n >* • «»f llii* rugged mountain. Nowhere in all of our travels 

vitf»i<> Mirli M’etiie beauty or such a location for a great 

KU»r l*»rh 

*.| -.,,1, iii«|mti ion your CouuuiHMion derided that a part of 
'• l*«i i ir fi. i,i | M , optioned for "A Itattlrlield State l*ark 

* l, ‘ l .• 11-.| u**t 1 1 | ( . j.|oilud eintiraeed in the McCarty farm, edn- 
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ptiiug <'i about one hundred and forty-one acres, this covering the 
spill where ilu* battle was mosl flerccly waged, and such option was 
nhtaiiicd, subject, however to a reservation of fifteen acres around 
the residence and also the graveyard of one-half acre. 

'J’liis option is filed herewith and made part of this report and 
I lie Secretary was directed to send a copy of the option to your 
Excellency. 'Pin* matter of making a survey and of locating and 
marking the important points of interest was left to the Chairman. 

Your Commission further reports that the Chairman caused to 
hr made a map of the said battlefield, showing the location of the 
luit tie lines and position of the different units engaged therein, as 
well as much other valuable information, which plat is filed here¬ 
with and made part of this report. 

The Commission then adjourned to meet again at the call of the 
Chairman. A call was made by him for a meeting to be held at 
Weston, West Virginia, on the 28th day of December, 1927, at 
which meeting all the members were present, except Delegate 
Harrison. At this meeting the scope of the report of the Commis¬ 
sion was decided upon and the preparation of the report was dele¬ 
gated to Senator Kidd, with the aid of the Chairman and Secretary. 
It n.is the expressed intention to make the report very complete, 
ami that it should contain the photographs of your Excellency and 
of tin* Commission, and further contain the cuts and a brief 
biographic sketch of the leading officers engaged in that hotly 
. fit. a. d battle, as well as photographic views of the field and of 
Ho Little Levels Valley. That it also contain a picture of the old 
/ pit<il now standing, and further a recommendation for a lake 
•nd I'.ving field, and that it also contain letters and interviews 
'..no d from soldiers engaged in the battle and other interesting 
connected therewith. 

Vi ir CoiuttiiKiion further reports that all of the matters set 
tiled herewith or printed in this report and asked to be 
purl thereof. 

It*, i oiitiuiHtioit reporin that Droop Mountain is a high elova- 
n. «rly t oiHi feet shove sea level, and contains several high 
it.. Lind in rolling, and in a limestone soil and the tract 
•jjit "» “bout one half cleared. The woodland contains some 

I#1 IiIhImt 


Tl» 

*#it! i 


4 • 


iy from thu mountain is beautiful; stretching north- 
* 1 ‘* *• a* the Little Ih*vuU of Pocahontas County, 

fc*i. "«ni| view of the Alleghany Mountain* mid the (Ireen- 
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brier River as it cuts its way through the myriad hills and spurs 
of the Alleghenies. 

Prior to this battle there were no considerable Confederate 
forces anywhere in West Virginia except in the Greenbrier Valley, 
which was held by the Confederates from its head to its foot, a 

distance of about one hundred seventy miles, and which protected 
Virginia from attacks from the west. For the; purpose of dislodging 
these Confederate, forces, General Averell was directed to march 
from Beverly, West Virginia, to Lewisburg and that it was while 
on this march he met the enemy at Droop Mountain. The battle 
was there fought on the 6th day of November, 1863, between the 
forces commanded by General Averell, and the Confederate forces 
by General John Kchols and Colonel William L. Jackson. 

Your Commission further reports that 1 his was the only battle 
where the forces were composed largely of West Virginia soldiers, 

and fought on West Virginia soil. . 

, • 

Droop Mountain is fourteen miles south of Marlinton, seven 
from Midpoint and four and one-tenth miles from Hillsboro, and 
it is also ten miles from llenic station, sixteen miles from Frankfort 
and twenty-four miles from Lewisburg. Your Commission further 
reports that Hills Creek, rising at the base of some high mountains, 

- * of Droop Mountain, sinks and passes under Droop Mountain, 
t -nr th«' middle of the battlefield, then emerges at the eastern edge 
v.m re it is culled Locust Creek. It flows about two miles to the 
Greenbrier River. 




BRIG. GEN. 

WM. L. JACKSON 


BRIG. GEN. 
JOHN ECHOLS 


COL. W.P. THOMPSON 


COMMANDING OFFICERS OF- CONFEDERATE TROOP5 
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Reports Made by Participants 

Your Commission sets out herein a partial report made of said 
battle by the lending officers who participated therein: 

General Averell’s Report: 

On the first day of November, I left Beverly with my command 
consisting of the 28th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Col. A. Moor; 10th 
West Virginia Infantry, Col. T. M. Harris; 2nd West Virginia 
Mounted Infantry, Lieut. Col. A. Scott; 3rd West Virginia 
Mounted Infantry, Lieut. Col. F. W. Thompson; 8th West Virginia 
Mounted Infantry, Col. J. II. Oley; 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
Col. J. N. Schoonmaker; Gibson’s Battalion and Batteries P. & G, 
First West Virginia Light Artillery, Cnpt. ,1. V. Keeper and C. T. 
Ewing. 

On the morning of the 6th wc approached the enemy’s position. 
The infantry and one corps of cavalry was sent to the right to 

ascend a range of hills, with orders to attack the enemy’s left and 

0 

rear, the attack of our infantry, 1,175 strong, was conducted skil¬ 
fully by Col. Moor. 

The 2nd, 3rd and 8th, dismounted, were moved in line obliquely 
to the right, until their right was joined to Moor’s left. Col. Moor 
says when he arrived in front of the enmy’s position, at 1:45 »\ m. 
he formed a line and ordered Col. Harris to move up in double 
<t'iiek, who arrived in the nick of time. “See first formation map.” 


Lieut. Col. Scott’s Report 

Lieut. Col. Alex. Scott, 2nd West Virginia Mounted Infantry, 
*xiy- that at about 12 o’clock, having moved to the front, “1 was 
<>r to dismount my command and light on foot, and was 
or ■•■ml to take a position between the* third and eighth. At this 
t "• at* found the 3rd, 8th and 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry in lino 
■ ' ' «ti with Jackson's force. The 2nd, 3rd and 8th West \ irginia 
Infantry, at oner immediately in front of the breastworks.” 

1 nrot into action with two hundred men; out of that number 
three w<re nun kill'd, fourteen wounded, two mortally, one of 
wtiutn !>•* %itirr died, nr veil severely and five slightly. 

Report of Colonel John Oley 

K.)*l.tti \Vt*t Virginia Mounted Infantry. After taking u»y 
I' with o4uhiii on (hr itiorniiij; of tin* 6th, I was ordered to clear 
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■Bpjinifs of l li«* 23rd Hat tali Otl. loiter, Colonel Patton was ordered 
l„ detach these eompunies of the 22ml Virginia Infantry under 
(Viptain John K. Thompson. Colonel Qeorge S. Patton commanded 
Echols Brigade. The 22nd Virginia went into action with five 
hundred and fifty strong, losing one hundred and thirteen' in 
killed, wounded and missing. The 23rd Virginia Battalion, three 
hundred and fifty strong, lost sixty-one in killed, wounded ami 
missing. 

Three companies of the 22nd under Captain Thompson, one 
hundred and twenty-five strong, lost, nine killed, thirty wounded, 
twelve missing. Battle ended at 4 p. m. 

Report of Maj. Wm. Blessing, 23rd Virginia Battalion 

“When the fighting became very severe 1 was ordered to march 
with six companies to the support of Captain Marshall, who, with 
one hundred and twenty-five dismounted cavalry, was being forced 
back on the left. - - 

“We were then forced back to a fence at the Bloody Angle. We 
were then reinforced by three companies of the 22nd Virginia 
Infantry, and one dismounted company of the 14th Virginia 
Cavalry. 

Report of Col. Thompson 

< 

Colonel Thompson, 19th Virginia Cavalry, says that he sent 
one hundred cavalry under command of Captain Marshall, the 
command consisting of the 19th and 20th Virginia Cavalry just 
then, Major Blessing commanding Dennings Battery, consisting of 
three hundred men, lie having deployed his men on the right of the 
line formed by Captain Marshall. 


. i • 

% 4 


Report of Col. W. Wiley, 20th Virginia Cavalry 

Says that about 2 p. m. we were attacked by the 2nd, 3rd and 
nth Went Virginia Mounted Infantry. 

Report of Col. Milton J. Ferguson 

i 1‘ergiiKon, Ifitb Virginia Cavalry, says that he reported 
' •t.ii Ktlioln on the nth of November, who was then on the 
•»i 4 *r* li. Mud arrived lit the eanip of Colonel Jackson at the eastern 
biMip Mountain, at fi a. m. oii the morning of the (>th. One 
n> i". 111 ( "I 1 he 1 It It hrginteiit X vas ordered to take position on the 
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oltl t road of Locust Creek. The efficient men of six companies 
were dismounted, four companies placed on extreme left under 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Gibson and two companies in 
center. John D. Baxter, orderly sergeant of Company 1°, 10th 
West Virginia Infantry, was the first one to cross the rail fence at 
the'bloody angle, and fell mortally wounded inside the enemy’s 
lines. 


Letters Bearing Upon the Battle 

• Brownsville, Fayette Countv, 

• « » 

i ,i» Pennsylvania. 

, November 16, 1927. 

Dear Sir: 

I saw your inquiry about Colonel Schoonmaker of Pittsburgh, 
in the National Tribune, for the week of November 11. In reply 1 
would inform you that he is dead. He died*October lltli, eightv-six 
years of age. lie died from the effects of an operation for appendi¬ 
citis. I was with Colonel Schoonmaker in the Battle of Droop 
Mountain in the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company E. 

George W. Arison. 


Chapel, W. Va., July 12, 1927. 

Dear Sir and Comrade: 

T do not feel that I have health or the strength to meet you at 
the Droop Mountain Battlefield next week, much as 1 would love to. 
1 hope you will he able to properly locate the field. If you could 
find Mime Confederate soldiers that were in the fight or native eiti- 
/; n- who were acquainted might he helpful. As I remember the 
• ; - my were stationed in line of battle and we advanced on them. 
'1 h« v tooii left the patch, as I remember, during the hottest part of 


the light. 1 wan iifiir the heud of the Company where we joined 
' mpuny A. Sergeant of Company A—I eau’t think of his name 
O'.u .mi-, udlcd near my side. Wheeler, Mill Bully.son and others 
wtr wounded nea r about tin* Name time. When the enemy tied the 
“•tnpiiuy ami regiment that were aide followed in pursuit, I think, 
l-< vii-Jiurg. J con fens that I was more concerned in what was 
i 1 c on than in noting tbc lay of the land. Please excuse the 

Hope you succeed. 

lit* lull V 
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Coffeeville, Kansas, March 5, 1027. 

Dear Sir and Comrade: 

Your letter just to hand having been forwarded to me from 
Chapel. My recollection of the Droop Mountain Battle is indefinite. 

I think both regiments marched up the same road until near the 
summit, the 28th in the lead, near the top filed to the left until both 
regiments were the same distance on the mountain, when we faced 
and marched toward the enemy and soon found them. Our forma¬ 
tion was Companies A, F, D, and C, after which I am not sure, only 
Company B was the extreme left. 1 db not remember any troops 
on our right. I am only guessing from my recollection, the engage¬ 
ment began not later than 10 a. m. and ended by noon, or before. 

I do not remember that there was a skirmish line. I always thought 
our company struck the most formidable point in the enemy’s line. 

1 would love to go over the field but do not now feel that l will be 
able. Anything I can do will be cheerfully done. With best wishes. 

Henry Bender. 

Note: Captain Bender was mistaken as to the time that the 
battle ended. 


Progress, W. Va., April 20, 1027. 

Dear Mr. Sutton : ^ 

Your letter received the 19th inst. 

The battle of Droop Mountain begun about 10 o’clock a. m. and 
lasted about one hour, as well as I remember. 

1 belonged to Company F, 10th West Virginia Volunteer Infan¬ 
try. My position battle ranks. General William Jackson’s troops 
were in front, and I do not remember about the skirmish line. 
Ninety-two prisoners were captured, and do not know the number 

killed. 

My health will not permit my attending a meeting ot the 
eoraaiiuec, i 

Very truly yours, 

I. G. Knqkl. 

Noil; ||c was mistaken as tu the length of tile engagement. 


Mi 1 »iai otii Kmiumu: 


I’*itlageville, W. Va., May 9, 1927. 
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r f. , 1 w ? ald li ; ,v " «»ner hut «„• )Utk fa 

IF'- i""’ 1 ' 1 liavB been 1,1 for several weeks. Now u l am ( n i 

W l"' ,,or , I and write a few lines, Riving you the informa 

(ion desired. 

\\> camped, as you will remember, in front of .loc Beard’s at 
(he loot of Droop Mountain. The next morning at dawn we broke 
camp and started across the fields toward a low gap in the moun¬ 
tain. in hope of gaining the pike behind the Confederates, on the 
west side of the mountain. We were led by Austin Browu, Ike 
Brown and Mosc Stilley, former residents of that locality. ' Before 
reaching the low gap on top of the mountain we ran into the Con* 
federates in the woods. The battle now begins, it being about ten 
o’clock. The 10th West Virginia was in front, followed by the 28th 
Ohio. When we struck the Confederates wc faced south. The 

battle raged along the top of the mountain southward. 

m # 

1 was wounded near the pike, GO or 80 yards distance from it, 
at the close of the battle. The Confederate who shot me was 
already wounded and was resting on a log. lie shot me as I was 
on inv way 1o try and disarm, him. The other bovs were wounded 
between the low gap and the place where the pike crosses the moun¬ 
tain. The battle ceased sometime between twelve and one o’clock. 

• • 

The dead and wounded were carried away to Joe Beard’s home, 
where they had erected a temporary hospital. 

I am the only 10th West Virginia soldier left in Jackson County. 

Arc W. P. and Silas Morrison still living? 

J was glad to hear that Captain Bender was still alive, and 

pleased to know that you are well and strong. I have always felt 

indebted to you for saving my life on Bolivar Heights. As regard> 

my family, we are all well, my children are scattered, some being 

in Ohio and some in West Virginia, while my eldest son lives in 

Florida. I would like to see vou once more and talk over our old 

% 

war days. Como over to Cottagevillc with Fugene Slaughter 
sometime. Drive over from Hutlou. My faith is clear and strong 
hi (‘hriiii and for it home in Heaven. 

Write me soon again. Best regards to you and family. 

’ i 

Your old eomrude, 
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Brownsville, Payette County, Pennsylvania 

I m ar Sir and Comrade: 

I see by the National Tribune where you inquire for informa¬ 
tion of liny old comrade who was in the Battle of Droop Mountain 
j was in that battle. 

I belonged to the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry. The 14th Penn¬ 
sylvania and the 2nd Virginia, 28th Ohio, Ewing’s Battery of 1st 
Virginia Artillery, the 10th Virginia were sent around to the right 
to conic in the rear of the fort. The brigade was dismounted at the 
foot of tin* mountain and we lunl orders to lay down and wait for 
orders. 

I belonged to Company E, 14th Pennsylvania, and was wounded 
in my right arm, August 7, 1804, from which there is four inches 
of the hone removed. I am 81 years old, went to service when l 
was 10 years old. Was wounded at Moorefield, Virginia, also at Ml. 
Jackson, Virginia, in my finger. 

George \V. Arison. 

Soldiers Home Hospital, July 14, 1927. 

Dear Sir and Comrade: 

J see in the National Tribune that you wished to get in com¬ 
munication with some survivor of the Battle of Droop Mountain. 

I was a member of the 10th West Virginia Regiment Infantry and 
look part in that battle. We were on the right wing of our forces' 
and soon as we located the enemy in thick timber we charged and 
routed them without any casualties on our part, hut witli heavy loss 
to the enemy. Until we came to an open space where the timber had 
been iMit down. There we received a galling fire, and lost a number 
of men, all from one volley. We then took shelter behind logs and 
timber, and that is where Sergeant Bird Curry lost his life. We 
tli'-ii deployed to the right and routed the Johnnies, and that ended 

the buttle, 

i ours truly, 

% L. S. Ceotiiier, 

Co. A, 10th West Virginia Infantry. 


.. tx Gatisaway, W. Va., April 27, 1927. 

Mv Ihuii Mr Sutton i 

'you at this lute date, ns 1 was away at the 
-rival ,,f you. letter, hut will now try to do so. 

o»"i lung ot the litli of November, as the day of the battle. 
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curly in the morning, the Union army began to move on the South¬ 
ern army in the levels near hills below, that is coining down from 
Marlinton. They moved down very early. Cop shooting began 
about 8 o’clock. Jackson moved his besieged back up on the crown 
of the Droop, and at about 10 o’clock, skirmishing began, very 
lively, beginning on the eastern face of the Droop, continuing 
around southward near the Locust Creek Mill and also north to the 
Black Mountain. General Echols arrived with his force from the 
direction of Lewisburg, between 8 and 0 o’clock, and Colonel Coch¬ 
ran near the same time, with tin* 14lh Virginia Cavalry. General 
Echols with most of his men occupied the southern part of the 
mopptain, but Derricks Battalion was placed on the north of the 
left wing of W. L. Jackson, and the 1 1th Cavalry was placed on the 
main top of the main mountain near the turnpike in rear of the 
artillery. General Jackson’s artillery was placed north of the 
turnpike. His line of battle continued from the turnpike north¬ 
ward around to Hills Creek, including the line of Derricks skir¬ 
mishers, as stated commenced at about 1 o’clock. Fighting fiercer 
and fiercer began in earnest and ended at or near -1 or 4 :J() in the 
evening. 

General Averell moved his men very near the top of Droop, the 
men were surprised, but T was not. I told the General but l was too 
late with the news. That is why I was there in the charge to call 
Colonel Derrick to fall back. I lost my horse by it, and was cap¬ 
tured to boot, but got away before they got oil' the mountain. I 
belonged to Company B, 26th Virginia Cavalry, W. L. Jackson’s 
Brigade. I was a courier and then knew nearly all the southern 
lines of battle. 

The regiments in front of the center, east of Droop Mountain, 
that 1 knew was there was the 14th Pennsylvania, the rttlt and 16th 
Cavalry, the 10th West Virginia and 28th Ohio. Those two regi- 
Mi'-nts done the heavy part of the fighting. Airlines that I come in 
contuct with that day had skirmish lines. As to prisoners caught 
• *n cither side, I don’t remember. But there was forty captured 
when I was. I might be able to be present anti attend a meeting 
of tIn* (oiiiuutlcc at Home time this year, I can’t just say. 

^ ou ntiiHt be light on considering or criticising my pencil 
scratching, hh my eyes are very bud. 

Yours respectfully, 

Mu .ton Hutouku. 

■'"** lli< bwlir ul tin* luil'M* 11 v •• li.-.m .■' 
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Incidents 


Your Commission has tried to so mark the position of the differ¬ 
ent units and by actual survey and measurements, that the markers 
which we have planted and the maps which we have prepared, 
may he a sure guide to the public, and the descendants of the sol' 
diets that fought the battle, and point to the verv spot where their 

fathers stood in the greatest battle ever fought on West Virginia 
soil. 

Milton Butcher, who was Jackson’s courier, carried the last 
order tl,ut his chief gnve. The order was to Colonel Derrick, and 
read, “Fall back to pike, west of artillery.” lie delivered the 
dispatch but his horse was killed and he was captured, but made bis 
escape. 

Major Kcster, who commanded the 46th Battalion, was in front 
of the 28th Ohio. He stopped their advance and they were giving 
back, whereupon Kestcr shouted to his men to stand firm for two 
minutes, saying they were whipped, but before the two minutes 
were up the 10th West Virginia coining up as Colonel Moor says in 
his report, “just in the nick of time,” turned the tide of battle, and 
the Major found it more convenient to run than stand. 

About this time, the Confederate line was reinforced by four 
companies of the 22nd Virginia Infantry, and one company of the 
14th Virginia Cavalry dismounted. They poured a deadly fire from 
behind a fail fence into the ranks of the 10th West Virginia Infan¬ 
try, and especially into Company F, which happened to be in an 
exposed position, and many of its members were being shot down, 
and many wounded and some of its members began to fall back. 
Their Captain was in prison and the First Lieutenant was on stall 
duty, and the company had but one commanding ollieer, Lieutenant 
Henry Bender. John D. Baxter, the orderly sergeant was in ad¬ 
vance of the company. At this point our Chairman saw the condi¬ 
tion of the company and went up to Baxter and requested him to 
g*M back and help line up the company. To this request Baxter 
never replied, but rushed up and kicked two or three rails oil’ of 
tin- fence and they both jumped over the fence and Baxter received 
a mortal wound. W. F. Morrison, W. M. Barnett and John A. 
Blttgg we believe were the next to cross the fence, and while cross 


mg Dlagg wuh badly wounded and Barnett had a leg shot off. Mor- 
eM-aped unbanned. The man who nIioi lt>»». . -»•**-* • , * lf " 
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y or (he cause he espoused. George II. Morrison, Silas Carr and 
w v. M Shaver were the next of Company F to cross the rail fence. 

T! . . ,,t>ar t,,e t,]ose of the battle. No braver man than 

. 1 . 1). I tax ter ever espoused a cause or went to war. A few moments 
after this Major Bailey of the 22nd Virginia was mortally wounded, 
while trying to rally his men to make another stand, lie was an 
ollieer and soldier of courage and daring. * 9 ; 

Two most pathetic scenes occurred at that battle: After the 
battle, a squad of soldiers was detailed to gather up the dead and 
wounded, and among the number thus detailed was Andrew ,1. 
Short of Company F, 10th West Virginia Infantry. They were 
working in flu* night, and Short discovered a dead soldier, and took 
hold nl his body to remove him to tin* plaee where they were bring¬ 
ing the dead and wounded together, lie felt a crooked finger on 
the dead soldier’s hand, and the si/e and feel of the man convineed 
Short that ii was his brother, John. lie, therefore, called for some 
one to bring a light, saying that he bad found bis brother, and 
when he had the light he discovered for a certainty that the man 
was his brother. In relating the incident to Dr. W. 1*. Newlon, 
many years after the battle, he said that he took his brother by the 
hand and recognized some peculiarity by which be knew the lifeless 
body of liis brother. 

This is an incident so rare that nothing similar has ever, to our 
knowledge, been recorded in the annals of warfare. 

After the battle, a young woman was observed going among 
the Confederates, looking intently into the face of each one. On 
being asked what she was looking for she said, “ I am looking for 
George.” She was the guest at the house of Colonel McNeill. She 
had recently married and was the wife of Captain George I. Davis¬ 
son, of Lewis County. George had gone through the battle un¬ 
harmed and was far from the scene of conflict when his wife was 
looking among the dead. 

While every battle lias its tragedies, its heart rending scenes, yet 
in mont every buttle there is some amusing incident. James Sisler 
"<»■> t olouel .Jaekson’s brigadier quartermaster, and had charge of 
ib' ii'iins and ordinance supplies, lie recently related that at the 
"i tbe hut tit* when they were on the retreat and in great eon- 

UHion, In iode up to Colonel .Jackson and asked him wlmt he would 
"H i t a "agon train, and Jackson said * 4 Dimmed if 1 know.” 
'•ml lie ihen ordered the teamsters to turn their wugous, and 

i".u on ilif Lewishurg pike. Ho said in the confusion that the 
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i«*;int of General Echols' ordnance wagon, became frightened, and 
whirled around, breaking the tongue off the wagon. They then put 
some fence rails on the wagon to set it on fire, and hr said for 
several years after the war people would come to gather up scat 
1 Vered'Iead over the fields. 


a 


.Major Henry If. Withers, of the 10th West Virginia Infantry. 


was. a brave and fearless fighter. At the battle of Cedar Creek, he 
was rallying bis men and getting hot, he threw off his coat and 


having on a gray shirt got mixed up with some prisoners that were 
being taken to the rear, and was arrested for an enemy and taken 

some distance to the rear, before bis identity was known. He fought 

. |» _ ** 

with great bravery at Droop Mountain. 

• i . 

Dr. T. M. Harris, of Ilarrisville, W. Va., was a physician of 
note, and when the Civil War came on he recruited the 10th West 
Virginia Infantry Regiment and became its Colonel. He served 
with distinction through the* war. He commanded a division in 
the campaign from Richmond to Appomattox. Our Chairman, Mr. 
Sutton, saw him win his star, under the immediate eye of General 
Grant, at Fort Gregg, in the final assault on the Confederate de¬ 
fense at Petersburg, Virginia. 

Hamilton Griggs, a 'member of the 10th West Virginia Infantry, 
is authority for a story illustrating the coolness of Colonel Harris 
in buttle and under heavy fire. While Colonel Harris was leading 
his regiment into position for tile final charge at Droop Mountain 
In* passed to a section so rough that he dismounted and was lead¬ 
ing bis horse. A bullet from the Confederate lines passed through 
tin* long, red heard then worn by the Colonel, cutting out a wisp, 
lb- stripped out the severed whiskers and as he dropped them to 
i 1 •• ground, turned to Adjutant John Wurnieke and said: “John, 
t.ikr my horse back to the rear; I’m afraid lie’ll get shot." Then 
It** emit timed to lead tile charge on foot. \ 


lion. Felix Sutton Kent the following list of killed and wounded 
»n the 10th West Virginia Volimt eer Infantry, 


Hank 

I'ukriii, I'rllHlr 

S#inuftt Sttorkvr Private 
* •iki v Wnituii, Private 
I 1 **] Mooivf. Private 


Co. liunttirka 

A Gunshot wound through left leg 
A Gunshot wound through left leg 
A (iuiulmt wound in kins.' joint, right aide 
t Gunshot wound in loft hip, hall retained 
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I,.,im of General Echols’ ordnance wagon, became frightened, am! 
whirled around, breaking the tongue off the wagon. They then put 
some fence rails on the wagon to set it on fire, and he said for 
several years after the war people would come to gather up scat- 
"tered'lead over the fields. 

.Major Henry 11. Withers, of the 10th West Virginia Infantry, 
was. a brave and fearless fighter. At the battle of Cedar Creek, lie 
was rallying his men and getting hot, he threw off his coat and 
having on a gray shirt got mixed up with some prisoners that were 
being taken to the rear, and was arrested for an enemy and taken 
some distance to the rear, before his identity was known. He fought 
with great bravery at Droop Mountain. 

• U i * 

Dr. T. M. Harris, of Ilarrisville, W. Va., was a physician of 
note, and when the Civil War came on he recruited the 10th West 
Virginia Infantry Regiment and became its Colonel, lie served 
with distinction through the war. lie commanded a division in 
the campaign from Richmond to Appomattox. Our Chairman, Mr. 
Sutton, saw him win his star, under the immediate eye of General 
Grant, at Fort Gregg, in the final assault, on the Confederate de¬ 
fense at Petersburg, Virginia. 

Hamilton Griggs, a ■member of the 10th West Virginia Infantry, 
is authority for a story illustrating the coolness of Colonel Harris 
in buttle and under heavy fire. While Colonel Harris was leading 
his regiment into position for the final charge at Droop Mountain 
he passed to a section so rough that he dismounted and was lead¬ 
ing his horse. A bullet from the Confederate lines passed through 
the long, red heard then worn by the Colonel, cutting out a wisp. 
He stripped out the severed whiskers and as he dropped them to 
the ground, turned to Adjutant John Wernicke and said: “John, 
take my horse back to the rear; I’m afraid lie’ll get shot.” Then 
h«- i outimled to lead the charge on foot. V 

lion. Felix Sutton sent the following list of killed and wounded 
in the loth West Virginia Volunteer Infantry. 


Hunk Co. 

Jam** l'uk»n», Private A 

SaMiurt Swwki'r, Ptlvnto A 

Walton, Private A 

Umi) Mourn, Pnvaia r 

!»•*•* Huikhamnutr, Private (' 

*•»«»»:. U.Uimi, i «,i iM.ml <• 

Pranklin Kinkier, Privat* I) 

Jwlin gown, Piiv«U |i 


Remarks 

Gunshot wound through left leg 
(illnahot wound through left leg 
(•oiinhot Wound III knee joint, right side 
< iunahnt wound in left bin, ImiII retained 
Hunt Hot wound through left forearm 
tiuntliol wound through right arm 
tjunthot wound right thigh, middle third 
Huiinhol wound through left shoulder 
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P rtvntc !) Guna 5 0 . t 'y° un <) through right nrm above 
gg and below elbow 

^morr smlnnk.-r. Sergt. B Gunshotwoundthrough little finger 

Korn v ler, Private D C.unshot wound right hand 

”,C5 H. Dodd, Corporal.E Gunshot wound in left knee joint re¬ 

tained 

Wm. M. Barnett, Private.F Gunshot wound through right leg near 

knee joint 

John Hlngg, Private.F Gunshot wound right ankle, serious in¬ 

volving joint 

New Ion Squires, Private.F Gunshot wound top of right shoulder 

K. B. Wheeler, Private.F Gunshot wound through left shoulder 

Jacob hit th, I ri\ate......F Gunshot wound through left arm, shat- 

. \ tered humurus v ■ • 

Silas M. Morrison, Private.F Gunshot wound through both arms 

Addison Wilson, Private.F Gunshot wound through middle, ring and 

little fingers 

George C. Gillispie, Private... F Gunshot wound through left leg 

Milton Roilyson, Private.F Gunshot wound through left forearm 

John Roilyson, Private.F Gunshot wound through middle finger 

right hand 

Coleman Wyant, Private.G Gunshot wound in abdomen, flesh wound 

M. A. Jeffries, Corporal.G Gunshot wound in left thigh 

Nimrod Weiss, Private.H Gunshot wound in right side, perforating 

bowels 

James M. Randle, Private.H Gunshot wound in left thigh, lower third, 

flesh wound 

KILLED 

B. Curry. Sergeant. A Gunshot in head 

G. I. Shaw, Private .A Gunshot mortally ♦ 

has. Bryson, Private.D Gunshot in head 

M. Shrievor, Private.E Gunshot mortally • 

John D. Baxter, 0. S.F Gunshot in bowels 

Coleman Channel, Captain.II Gunshot mortally 

David Sanders. Private.H Gunshot mortally 

We*iey Pullens, Private..H Gunshot mortally 

Five killed and twenty-one wounded in 28th Ohio; their orderly 
•ergeant, Company F, killed. 

Kmrr attention has been called to the Droop Mountain Battle- 
fiH'l grr- 4 i interest 1ms been shown all over the State, and being 
aituau• 1 a* it n. on one of the paved highways of the State, no 
rr* *f' r attract ion < an be shown than tlie great scenic views of the 
mmtMam* an«l river*, and the rich valley, lying at its base, together 
• oh «br battlrfi. u|, W ||| make Droop Mountain one of the nation s 
leading attrarluma, and will advertise West Virginia, as nothing 

W* trial) to rail ymir attention to the fact that the effort that is 
put fortli for thr development and Itcaiitlfytug the liattleHebl 
hearty r* i|mhiw< of every old aoldier, living of either 
a*»4 ba» li.r universal approval of the citicena of the State, 
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™ Virtrini., Mislnri.-al Society at a rc-cnt m<-<-U ns 
larlesfon, passed thr following resolution* 
ed , That we, the West Virginia Historical Society oar- 
jirsfly commend the Droop Mountain Hattie Field Commission for 
their labors and zeal, in acquiring title to the land on which the 
battle was fought, and for the work that has been done and the 
ctlort that is being made for the improvement and beautifying one 
of the greatest, natural scenic views of the State; and that funds 

should he appropriated to carry on the work that the Commission 
has begun. t m 


Resolved, I hat the thanks of the Society arc hereby extended 
to CrONcrnor Gore for the aid he has given the Rattlcfield Commis¬ 
sion in its work, and 

11 Resolved, furl her, That the memory of the brave men, of both 
armies, who fought the memorable battle of Droop Mountain, 
should be perpetuated for all time by monuments and parks, and 
the battle’s history, and that the State should no longer neglect this 
historic battlefield in beautifying a spot, drenched with the blood of 
her own sons, around which cluster so many sacred memories of the 
dead.” 

Your Commission further reports that the land optioned is not 
complete, nor can it be made so, without acquiring the fifteen acres 
reserved. This your commission would recommend should be done, 
at a reasonable price, to be agreed upon by the parties in interest. 

We wish to call special attention to the topography of the 
mountain. There is a straight ridge running north and south, 
through the greater part of the land optioned. This ridge is 
smooth and rises to the north and would make a fine field for 
airplanes to operate. 

Another matter of special interest is an ancient lake that was 
discovered by the Chairman of your Commission. Its outline is 
plainly marked and shows it to have been a magnificent lake of 
water, but the countless ages have encroached upon its shores, until 
it is covered over with elder brush, moss and vines. Its waters flow 
out from fhe end of the lake, and with two small fills would, in all 
probability, be sufficient to impound the waters, to a depth of sev¬ 
eral feet, and a driveway around the lake would be about one mile 
in length, and we believe that the magnitude of the lake, covering 
“bout fifteen acres, would support millions of mountain trout. 

^ our Commission would recommend that the land optioned 
slioubl be purchased and a deed obtained and the title to the fifteen 
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acres reserved should also lu» obtained and that an appropriation of 
$.’15,000.00 may bo made for 1 lie payment of the lands and to carry 
on the work of improvement as rapidly as possible, and we would 
further recommend that the marketable timber on the lands be sold 
and that the ridge, hereinbefore referred to. should be made aeees- 
sibl for flying machines; and also that the water of the lake should 
he impounded; and that suitable driveways and other attractive 
features be prepared as early as possible and that ultimately a great 
park may be established and maintained that would be equal at least 
to those in other states. 

Your Commission would further recommend that your Kxcol- 

iency call the attention of the Governors of Pennsvlvania and Ohio 
%/ •* 

to the very valuable service rendered by the 14th Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, commanded by Colonel Sehoonmaker, and the 28th Ohio 
Infantry, commanded by Colonel Moor, as these states might desire 

to perpetuate the memory of those brave men by a suitable monu¬ 
ment or monuments placed on the battle lines where they fought. 

Your Commission here expresses the belief that by tin* expendi¬ 
ture of a reasonable sum of money on the Droop Mountain Pat tie- 
field that it would become such an attractive resort and of a value 
to the State beyond estimation in dollars and cents, and that the 
same would produce a patriotic sentiment that would forever he 
blended and clustered around the field that holds so many sacred 
memories. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Jno. D. Sutton, 

N. F. Kendall, 


R. F. Kidd, 

M. M. Harrison, 
A. L. ITelmiuk. 
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The Droop Mountain Battle 

< A paper prepared by John I). Sutton) 
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At'trr the country whs freed from Indian invasions and Virginia 
became established, the people began to look more to their financial 
nd.iirs and public interests. It was not long until those west of 
the Allegheny's became jealous of their eastern brethren. Tobacco 
was the money crop of the east, raised by slave labor, whilst those 
west ot the mountains depended for many years upon furs and 
ginseng as their principal commodity in trade. And as it lias been 
from the beginning of time taxation began to be agitated. The 
great body of the cast escaped very largely from their equal share of 
the burden, but controlled very largely the political affairs of the 
state. The western portion of the state was powerless. Their only 
relief was in separation. The Civil War afforded them that oppor¬ 
tunity; hence when the war came on, 32,000 of the young men of 

Western Virginia joined the Union forces. Though they were liv- 

• • 

mg in a slave state the great majority refused to answer the call 
of Virginia, and when the 20th of June, 1803, came, and West 
Virginia was admitted as a state into the union, the defenders of 
the new state were determined to sustain and defend the state at 
whatever cost of blood and treasure. The south was as fully deter¬ 
mined to retain the territory of the state, and to prevent the rend¬ 
ing of the state—a state for which we all have the most profound 
love and respect, lint a sacrifice had to be made and the battle 
was joined— a battle of separation. The best blood of Virginia 
and West Virginia, men who had met on many bloody battlefields 
l>! »r to tin* great Battle of Droop Mountain, soldiers inured to 
ardship and dangers, not soldiers of fortune, not soldiers for spoil, 
b it mi'll in whose hi cants was a living principle, a principle im¬ 
planted hi their youth hv their fathers. At a distance, it would 
l«*nk I• t.•* common consent that the forces were to la* assembled 
fwi a Hind t.■.t of strength (leneral A verel I, with a very tormiil- 
d'i«- |,.f| H«<wily on November 1st, to find the enemy and 

»*>»• Haiti, u her ever lie might he found. (Jeliernl Will. L. Jaeksoll, 

• ''"•nt'iutliiij* a brigade and several other units, battalions ami ctmi- 
vu, joined by (letterUI Keliols oil the morning of the Bill 
' * M’b-mlid brigade of lighting men (leneral Averell eiieoilli- 
'••I i 1*11 f•*deialc« in forre near .Mill l*oinl on the morning of 
“ ‘ draw tlu oi to the foot of Droop Mountain, and there 
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-rand Jury Indicted him for perjury, 
*nd he appealed to the Supreme 
Court, where the case dragged along 
for years. I presume that the case 
against the Captain Just naturally 
went by the board when the new 


Tills company w*s engaged In thi 
following halt »owe 

; Winchester. Cross Ke>s. Port Repub 
lie Seven Days, Fight around Rich 
mond, Slaughter Mountain, Secono j 
Manasses, Brestow Siallou, Sharps 
burg, Fredericksburg, Second Win, 
Chester. Gettysburg, Mine Run. and! 
the Wi’derness. At the Wilderness j 
the 25th was captured: the Pucaboo j 
tas Rescues and replacements had 
been reduced to seventeen men; of 
this seventeen, eleven Jived through 
' the war, six dying In prison. 

The last member of Company I, to 
pass over that 1 know of was Cipiato 
:J. W. Mathews, of Arithonys Creek, 
who died about twelve years ago. 

Captain Stofer came from the Val 
ley of Virginia. He was a lawyer, 
and he served as commonwealth’s at 
torney for Pocahontas a number of 
lerm9: He had been a soldier In the 
Mexican war, and fought In a num 
ber of battles. My recollection Is 
that Captain Stofer was not wounded 
in the war between the stales until 
the battle of Cross Keys when he fell 
wlih five bullet holes In him. Every 
one of ttiese wounds was considered 
mortal, but he recovered and surrlv 
ed the war some twenty years. As a 
child, I remember him as a friendly, 

courtly gentleman, known In his wide 
circle of friends as the “Count.” 

General William Skeene served a* 
clerk of both the county and circuit 
courts. He was succeeded just be 
fore the war by the late William 

Jcilh I He " as a resident attorney 

Huntersville for many years. He 
sassfected Attorney General of "the 


1‘mirt AS lie UAiu «—- 

arm? and took receipts therefor. Do- 
der date of June 25, 1S61. he render 
,d an Itemized account under expen 
« rS Incurred on march of 1 Pocahon 
ta. Rescues." amounting to 808.68. 

Il was allowed ard 825 paid on sc 
count He notes a balance of 843 68 
due him and I dcubt It It was ever 

paid to him. ' 

The big Hem of expense was 837.42 

for shoes—nineteen pairs bought on 

May 23. at PbWPPl. from J - **- 
Thompson The other Items Include 
bacoo. tallow, flour, meal, horse feed, 
gloves, hats, cotton cloth, calico, 
socks, shirts, blankets and whatnot. 

On May 20. at J. W. Marshall’s 
store he bought a pair of gloves for 
Captain Stofer at 25 cents and six 
combs for privates for 81.00. Also 2 
cravats, 81; 2 flannel shirts, 82; and 
2 more pair gloves 50 cents. 

On May 22, at Beverly, from A & B 
'Crawford, two hats for 83.25. From 
J. Burket, also at bererly, pair of 
shoes at 82 and 2 pairs socks 30 cents. 

On the same date from E. B. Bucher 
12 1-2 pounds of tallow for 81.25 and 
52 1 2 pounds of bacon at 14c, 88 35 

On May 24. Elder Douglas was 
paid 84.33 for supper, lodglog and 
1 oreakfast for 13 persons. : 

On May 25. 82 50 is paid Jno. B 
Curio for Gllham tactics. 

: On May 17, Captain Stofer certifies 
: tUt ah account. Of Wi,/!t;*SlahV*r* 

. ;ik? i>rtu}tco * 1; : yards W a 

ich cotCon, $ in yards’of ^dtlon* 

_ drli logand one made shirt,-In all 
r - Is correct aiid : he£essaryr for ( 

ifie use of flatfeompari^ten uy tbs "1 

Mr ten started oir fine to keep a i 

*!*'{ ^ lhe p ^’ fe8s the of*tlie'thlrd°daj 
I B'xr.hontas Rescues” bht 1 guess he ... ^ 

. -t too busy, for after three days, he n ' ° U £ 0[ 

J i Jits In tr.e middle of a page ! General he 

In .peaking of this march, ‘the old “n^me nn 

to It as the “Tin a cam lT n 

- up r •• A cup was all the cost to Pocaho 

* pipmeot furnished them. They JX fl £ ^° cah ° r 

protidrd their own arms. 3 WS.68. 

;;N f eV,’: d co® P :o“ 

= ««. p-i 

r-,r. cio sln wl Hath 8qu«d swear that he ha, 

• -f-PU.r, j w m L , * cNerl * tsd the Confeder 

• " • A Marshall's cob B h. u c.„f.i n 
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DROOP MT. STATE PARC 

* 



On top of picturesque Droop Mountain, about four miles 
from the little town of Hillsboro, in West Virginia, CCC Camp 
Price, Co. 2,598 have done some wonderful work on the State 

Park. 

It was on this site that the greatest battle of the Civil 
War in West Virginia was fought about 72 years ago. It is said 
that the only brass cannon that this part of the confederate army 
had lies buried in a swamp within a stone's throw of the camp. 
Although 72 years have elapsed since the great battle, many signs 
and memoirs of it are left. While rambling through the woods one 
nay find the old rock breastworks which were used by the Confed- 
erate and Union soldiers alike. 

About three miles from the camp there is a large cave in 
"Mch soldiers manufactured gun powder. It is now known as 
”Caltpetre Cave." Occasionally old grave markers are found. 

Although there are signs posted along Route 219 showing the 
Position of the great battlefield, it has not yet received much 
^‘‘■w.ion from tourists because of the seemingly impossibility of 
-xplorrition, ao not much can be seen from the highway. This is 

plftoo for picnic’s, ao the CCC boys have built chimneys 
' —'' \> coo» In/ 1 :, and onnto rind tables, etc. and have made the site 
r • nttlo one* of the bolter known parks in Pest Virginia. Roads 
trails have beon built that load to views that are entrancing. 

'leitore ore always wolooino. 
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BATTLE OF BARTOW - October 3, 1861 


tcok pl» ce 


I 

r( . ircje three battles known as the bettles of the Greenbrier Ford, which 
at Travelers Repose, now known as Bartow. One wcs October 3, 1861, one 


1861 the other Dec. 12, 1861. Since the first of these bettles, the one 

Oct# * 


o: 


, C; . ober 3, *Q3 the biggest one, that is the one we shell consider in this report 


The first year of the war saw five battles in the Upper Tract, as upper 


Pocahontas was usuelly called at that time. The reason being th t the Staunton and 

w ' t s 4 


Parkersburg Turnpike crossed the Greenbrier Valley at this place and it was one of 


the most important thoroughfares in the nation at the outbreak of the Civil War. 


It was well served by stage coach lines and it formed a favorite route fcr persons 


from the middle west who wished to go to Washington and other eastern points. 


The political significance of Western Virginia seceeding from Virginia made 


tie passage of tne Allegneneys the most important spots to the military operations 


on both sides. 


The Federal ermy had already occuppied Tygarts Valley in Randolph, and the 


Confeaerates hurried armies into the Greenbrier Valley in Pocahontas. Their foremost 
ptr. at Travelers Repose* The camp was called Camp Bartow in honor of Col Francis 


Br.rtow of the 7th Georgia Regiment who was killed in the battle of Bull Run in 


#•7 i&61. The camp was co i&anded by Gen* H* R* Jackson, of Georgia, who no doubt 


!• la honor of his friend. 


3lr#ce th# b aiding of a small town on this old battle field, the postoffice 


cr'.»r. Travelers Roposo was changed to Bartow. 


- . r.Ur.l krtij ... nt Wiltc'o Top of Shavers Cheot at on elevation 

• .t *.tjO feet, ioout HO ml lee ee.t of them on “■« top of thoaeln Alleghenep 


. 4 100 feet. The new soldiers k 

the Cor. fberries «t mix elevation of about 


. . > ,» n . rhev lev there for months in 

trwir.sn ir. ei«ht if eenh other on tho»e high tcp«» > 


. k t niiB it) lrt^ieh. Tht.t was when th 
..0 O'.rlt.f i .1 time he. b.« ** on. .Hire. 

A ^ ▲ 


ti 


. «. er.*ee CM.I ... •»•»» «* **■•**" *"*' 


l 






»• « 1W 

„ « na-tow was at the foot o;r tbe m0UI1 ' tains * All three on t:»e Staunton & 

c,amp 

_ e -sluT6 Turnpike. The Yeagers, Arbogosts, Slavens, Burners and Houchins who owned 
section of the county were ell secessionists. In fact there was hardly a Union 

V*»* ** 

t v i© whole of Greensank District# Ko where in the mountains were the Confederate 

n&n *-** 

States nore solidly supported. 

. Reynolds at Whites Top had on Sept. 13, protected the left flank of the army 

• t Zlkwater, and he had kept Loring from passing so he decided to do some passing 

* « • 
hinself. He decided that he would march an army over and surround and subdue 

e, 

Staunton. He ordered his men to prepare four days rations each, and on the morning of 
Oct. 3, 1851 at one o’clock A. M. he put his forces in motion and they marched down 
tie E.untain to Durbin. He had about 5,000 troops and 6 batteries of big guns. His 
forces were: Hcwes* Battery, Loomis* Battery, J/Achigan Volunteer Battery, Damns* 

3ettery, Virginia Volunteer Artillery. 


Sen 


• • 

24th, 25th, and 32 Ohio'Begim^nts 7th, 9th, 13th, 14th, 15th, and 17th Indiana 

_ • w ~ ♦ fL -Tr W j wB m 

of Infantry. Robinsons Ohio Cavalry. Greenfield Pennsylvania Cavalry, Brackman’a 

i 

Indiana Cevalry. ' % . ' ’ - • - 

Opposed to them were the Third Arkansas, First Georgia, Twelfth Georgia, Twenty- 

• • 

Virginia, Ricea Battery, Schumakers Battery. and tbe 31st Virginian of which 
J . Arbogasta Greenb&nk Company wes made up of local people (Rope to have a 

eo «?Ute list 0 f tblg co, BOOn ) 

The Pederala got to Durbin about sun up and sew on advance guard under Col. 

1 ••v4 Johnson In front of than in or above the narrows which separetes Frank from 
****»• *»y.#t up a cannon or two and fired at them. Johnson fell back and the 


5 «rwls 


mu* up tb. ro.a .,,<1 through th. timli: .John.on b.d hi. hor« Act and 

to Uit 


Jf) t, He h.ld the column up for an hour and it was not until 
| Mmws J.«vi opened on him arid a flanking movement started to his rl t :ht that he 
r *'ir«e to tu MIA acrks si Camp Harlow. 


3- 



r s. mu** 

Bartow 

♦ •la o. 


Tb« 


0 

federal army pla = od two batteries in front of the Confederate breastworks. 

. -M — X V. _ J M1 t A - 


The ® 9 


batteries were 6 guns in the meadow about half way fro® the Burner house to the 


fork and 2 guns on the other side of the turnpike. The Confederate batteries were 


on e 1°* 


bill Just behind Travelers Repose, where there are embankments still plainly 

t , 


to he seen. 

In addition lieutenant Toocing placed a gun on the Turnpike directly in front 


of Travelers Repose, from wl.ich he fired 90 rounds that day point-blank at the 

enemy across the river bottom. The big guns kept up a steady firing from seven in the 

^ * JW*- i jf a I - 0 

9 

morning until 2:30 in the afternoon. A rifle cannon the Confederates expected to do 

% 1 »•. *' • 

great damage was a disappointment for after the first few rounds the ball stuck and 

could not be dislodged until Sergt. Timothy H. Stamps could get there from Idonterey. 

- 

There wes Dore powder burned in the big guns that day than at any other battle in the 

m 9 0 

mountains. It was a great dey for noise. 

But ell this cannon firing was meant to’cover up infantry work. It will be 
remembered that the turnpike is aja eest and west road and that there is a north and 

' V* ■*£: ' • *• 

*'-;th read paralleling the river. This Huntersville road comes to the turnpike at 

v • 

• « ® , 

Travelers Repcae. - 

. • Reynolds proceeded to send infantry against both ends of the confederate 

breastworks. It looks like one could hardly cell it e flanking movement for these 

-«>*echr.er.t8 did nut attempt to swing in wide circles. It was the plan to let the artillery 

, • 

r% *S* everything hot along the turnpike, while his forces were to attack both ends of the 


-federate position. 

• seksen evidently sxpectod a wldo flung encirclement for he had sent Johnson up the 
fOT sort than s mils, and he was clear above the place that the Federals attempted 

t •. 


m, trusted tbs defsns© of hi a 


loft (down the river) to Colonol Ruot ar.d his - 



•* iti 


tr <i>9. 


It will be remembered that 


the Federal* had i» right largo order In that 


had Vo e: t tem serve* • l* open fields, 

’**• « fortified esap. 


ford tho river tu-d cli&b a ctoep hill to 




S. « Uey 

CS. * ?artow 




marched down the roed toward Greenbank until he had drawn away from t:.e river 


-r- elevation overlooking the river. He then marched by the e~d cf the 

er.i w ‘* ' 4 - jj Ml El’ 

•twrrks and took a 8tation be< tween the river and the breastworks, but before he 

IT*** ^ 

• VJ | 

form his men, the Federal batteries commenced a rapid fire, and a regiment 

• i ^v* I 

f ir j- an try left the road at the Burner homestead and marched across the meadow; 




* the river and climbed the hill# The JLrkansas troops, however, met them at 


• ’ V, - ' • - • 

t-e crest of the hill and the regiment of infantry went back and inarched up the 

-ill on the other side of the read. This movement of the Federal troops moving 

• • 

' 75t to the right, then to the left, puzzled the Arkansas commander. There seemed 

t \Jk ‘ m i * 

to be a discussion as to what the orders were. I was warned afterwards that there 

* "^1 aD 1 I mf 

had been a misunderstanding of orders. 

Col. Richardson saying. "My regiment is to attack on my right." "Not at 
ell*, said Cel. Wilder, "You are to attack the enemy a right". This confusion of 

• . I > _ • I 

iritrB narked the turning point of the battle. Now Doth regiments were in the same 

ylice, and it therefor? permitted the whole power of the Confederate artillery to be 

, ‘ - * 

Hrened to one place. The federals could not face the fire and retreated in great 

• .* ion. Both regiments went into the woods at the north of the turnpike and added 

» * 

• *,. * .• -*■ -1 - “® . 

tU cor. Tub loo already in that quarter. 

Confederates called t..is one of the greatest victories of oha. \ear. The 
celled it a reoonnisoonce in force# 

la UU*t .nd wund.4, F.4er.l. 43, Coafderates 52. lncludlag 13 mlssl.fi. 


** ftr’.er 


tl* lost on. stand of colors. 







. ..it* S. Dilley 

fJctTcr. 
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BAT' 
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, h(re u , e to b , « covered bridge et Marline Bottom (Marlinton) across the Greenbrier 
' «, or. of the bridge, that cam. through the Civil War. Armies marched back 

;-i forth over this bridge and it figured in battles and retreats, but as it happened, 
- t ver but once »as an attempt cede to destroy it on that time lire. Margaret ,-ooge Fnce 

f ■ , ... V 

able to Bcatter the fire. That was during Averill's raid. 

v ears after the war, Andrew Price saw an.old Confederate soldier, James Schisler of 


«*s 


« « 


3 reer.brier County examining the walls .of the bridge. He said that he was looking for the 

• ... ' ■ 




loopholes he had U9ed during the war.. • : ' . 

% * '* * *» * ' ' v '< ” 

So far as is known there was but one time that they had e battle near Llarlins Bottom f 


«■. • 


*.hc-j£h it was for months a fortified camp. The local people on either side did not under- 

• • tm - A " a , 1 .s .* • * 


• 4 


• > ’ 

1 


itud what the controversy was about. All they knew was that there were soldiers stationed 

... 

•*. *r.* cridge and suddenly the bottom was full of blue’coats, and that there was much 


I'* i 


firing ar.d caralry*cha rging, that the'confederates retreated and the Yankees went away. 

•i. i Ae . 

^ . - » • - J 4c~ • 1 V 

-r. 'aorge B. L'offett in telling about it efterwards said, " Well, I thought I had 

flaat horaa, but with all those bullets flying around me, it seemed like Gizzard 

‘••U act run at all. - 

# ». • • 

Tht 

im *n >. ihz.. 


%% • 


the Yerkcee and Confederates sowed the bottom with minnie balls 


was 


Tilt •* m t 

r '• Out in 1861 and for o time Pocahontas was the objective of both armies. 

• r • * , - • , • * * 

1 ti«(the 127 Regiment) was 650 at the beginning of the war yet 




• tie* 


" r Vj0 hl1 * entefrd the Confederate army from Pocahontas. Robert E. 

' r*the here in th. .u»,r of 1861, between Hunter.ville and Unwood. 


• wt*| th# 


t • (m 


516 ToU Mou> * * l or the bridge et k'arline Bottom as hie 

- ill £ , etiil etandlng and wae a few y.are ego made into a Tea 


• iHoiiUr,) 



Crooked Fork of Elk turns to encircle the upper brench of the Gauley R. There they 

• • ' ■ • 

fc ri the timber berricede cut into the narrow 'defile the fall before when Lee's army with 

0 * • I i« , m « 

* ‘ ' %. * r . •'! \ r* # . * * •> 

irt• :roc the waters of the Elk to the waters of the Greenbrier. The trees were all x:ut 

_ i 

:r z rt than e -.ile. It was impossible to get his wagons through without losing too much 

• • . ‘ ^ • # * V*. ’ v . ' « A. - „ 

• • i • • ^ j f p. 

• := ** *° he lift them there with fifty men to guard them.' He took the path to the left 

• V • . 

Isv’i aide of the blockade a!nd he climbed the mountain early in the morning of Jar, 

,• * , ' ‘ f. , . i .„ * * , 

s B 


•tr got to the top of -,1k fountain on the Gay place he could look down the 

. ^ # * % 4 » • 

^ ,, * * 

-recr.brier end see the tents of the company who had started to winter on the 
r.«t ;*rt of Uarlinton now occupied by the'Union Tanning Co. Another company 
’ down th ® riv «»* on tHe west eide where the old Price Place is. 

•••*-- .w fortified against inve.ion from the-north. The old road came u P a 
1 1o m to th. bride. h..d- on top of thl. hill ... A 

'*' ■ MU U °" th * «r «>• ri.cr on th. b»t ... . tr ,„ cll of 

m. l.n f th of .h.t i. no. th. T.nn.ry Ho. of t.n. a .„t hou..., „ th 
•y..d ,h, rood t.pp.d th. b.nk from lh . lt„rU„ Th ... fortl . - 

> “ 4 " U * f,,r * “»*«'• of y.rd., ,„d -d. th. no.. ' 







t ^rinr.cn'* P.idge tc the rebel settlement of Harlir.s Bottom. At the mouth of Stony 
l he »tOfT* d l° n S enough to sent b squad of cavelry apross the river, and they galiCr e:i 

•he ea*t bank of the river and to the Huntersville road firing and acting outrageous 

» • 

..j-trset attention while Websters infantry came on down the west of the road. The cavai- 
cosirg in behind the Confederates caused them to stampede. Host of them made across the 
vri'tt to the west and fled into the woods. < This engagement while a very noisy one resulted 
, , 0 ^ 098 by death or wounding on either side. All they lost wa9 their wind. It hardly 
bj'ted the advance of the Federals. They crossed the bridge and advanced on to Huntersvili 

• ' ’ i - • ."'H • w» • • . ij. 

■>-iring before them some mounted Confederates. Huntersville had seen some big armies dur¬ 
ing the year of 1861, and when Lee left everything in charge of Loring, the Confederates 

ze.it Huntersville their headquarters for all their activities in this part of the country. 

* 

febster had left Captain Johnson with 50 men to guard the wagons at the barricade on 

Elks. Kow he left Captain Williams. with 50 men to guard Greenbrier Bridge. 

* • 1 ' ' '• * W 

■hen Webster arrived at th9 ford of Knopp9 Creek, near the home of Joe H. Buzzard, he 

#*v J r *; 1 • •* i i, % 

found the Confederate cavalry on the south side of the creek in a level field, their line 

« 

» • 

extending up and over a hilly spur that jutted out into the field. Webster sent a detach- 
-? the courtein to turn the confederate's right while the rest of command narched 

_ ifc - . . _ - _ —..- , ' .. T . * . * •« _ . m _ 

their front end firing became general on both sides. But the confederates seeing that 

* 

•=* .’edereli were encircling them fell back and formed* a new line of battle on Cummings 

# 

M ‘ rt%r Huntersville. The picket coming in from Llarlins Bottom had reported the Federal 

to be about 5000 men. .* * 

, f * t 4 * * % "* '*«*• '* % * • • jjj \ 

•oeter crossed the creek at Buzzards, topped the little spur and finding that the 
• r *tee *er« In battle line on Cummings Creek sent two companies to his right through 
*' ** * ri Brocken Cavalry to the left toward the creek. The rest of the troops 

V *‘ r, ' r *' fcr4 ‘ Aft «r worn* firing the Confederates mounted their horses and retreated 

• >• tha federal a entered Huntersville the Federals entered Huntersville on the 


•HI 




' -rf.derete. left by the east side. When Webster marched into Huntersville 


m 1 ^ A 

.... Th * «“rthou.., JU1. .tor.. and hou.c. 

“-.I ...7“”' h * a ***• *" * l °” ""1 county ...t „d Ur fi ..t to.n ... 

•«. ... ' ' ’ ln lhU »"«“» to, no.t of th. ..r, .„d th. 

W * , « ia. __ . . . 


' ’ «hurch for e «Mp, end the houses were abused. Wind 


OW9 







icen« r- 

The people had abandoned the town because they had been told by the Confederatou -■ • -* 

' r 

,j. sere beaten the Federals would burn the town. Ihen the town was captured Jan 3, 
1852, large stores of army supplies were found stored there. There were 350 barrels of 
flour, 150,000 pounds of beef, 30,000 pounds of salt and large quantities of sugar, coffee, 
rice, bacon and cl&thing. Not being able to move anything fire was set to the stores and 
they were destroyed. The Confederates had fallen back to .Monterey Va. The Federal loss 

•m 

was one nan shot in the arm. The Confederates loss was one man killed and 7 wounded. The 


number of Confederates engaged was about 400 regular cavalrymen, and s everal hundred cit 


isens recruited the day before, and two companies of infantry. In the meantime, at Camp 


Baldwin on the Allegheney, Gen. Edward Johnson, was filled with apprehension. Hie scouts 

* 

bed reported the forward movement of the Federals to be about 5,000 men and Johnson thought 
they would circle around by Huntersville, Frost, and Crab Bottom and attack him from his 

b&ae at l!onterey_. ,* . 

Hut having destroyed the confederate supplies at Huntersville TTebster turned and 
=*"ched his men back to his wagons that night in the driving rain, having fought two en- 
end marched something like 28 miles on foot. That was a big days work. Tt 

took 


or.t ltA one-half hours to drive the Confederates a mile 


, and he was in Huntersville 


destroying supplies 


**• r ‘° *onder the local people did not understand the movements for even the Con 

Ct, ' /T * n ^*rs did not know what was happening to them. Vebsters return from Hunt- 

• * 

r *' m ' **• *** th «y hB<1 not countod on. They went.on the basis that a big army was 

end expected .it to march on to White Sulphur, iiillboro, or Monterey. But 

* ‘ Federal eney marching so Jaunty with their yound commander had no notion of 

‘ Farther into the etronghold. of the Confederate, than any Union army had 
r j t i a S S* N m n 31 | I I WFjU 

’ U "‘ ’"' 1 *” Pl lh * C0,, " trl, Cl, “ « *>• •«» .long. ,„d h.d 

* • eray with each neetneea and di.patch. 

♦. f *. '■ l “* "" *" th,,r oU '•••Iq-rl.r. .t Hutton.vill., ?t 

.. . . * •** of H.k.t.r ... ... .... 


AT v- 



. 



W. ., ^is ner. and horses intact, having carried fire 
*•* 

.. arched 106 miles in six days. 


-5- 


,d stord into a hostile country. 


y»3 ^ t . • * , * • 9 

j,’f threw a -scare into the Confederates that made their lines quiver from Hunterevi 


*t w 4 • 

Winchester and from Top Allegheney to Staunton. 

#0 ^ • * *1 **v ^ in., | . V. 

• . * * ' „ * Jl f 


ncne*>^* - * -° * .. / 

• • » ^ u % | jfSra^f . t > • # » • 

Scouts rode headlong in every direction carrying dispatches. They eeem to have ag 

1 • • • ' * ’ * _. . . . ! i_i 


5C OU wD i vuv 4*^ - --- - - o'-4 

the strength of the Federal army as being 5,000 men instead of ihe 7?8 that it actually 


4 


♦ •, * 
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wliAJTER 4 - SECTION 4b-3 


la^.e 1 


POCAEGNTAS COUNTY 


BATTLES OF MILL POINT AND 
DROOP MOUNTAIN 

;.- CT . cr ,t«r 1663 there were no Confederete forces of any sUe anywhere in 
Vlrfinia except in the Greenbrier Talley. That was held by the Confederates 
....... its head to its foot, some 170 miles, by between four and five thousand soldiers, 

4 « • 

•4 ' , * . 

rrstarting Virginia from attack from the west. 

General Kelly, in command of the department of V.est Virginia, gave orders to 

-e-verill & t neverly and General Duffie at Gauley bridge to send armies to meev 

* ' , \ 

at Lexis burg and drive the Confederates out of the Greenbrier Valley. 

* 

Averill care into Pocahontas by the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike and turned 

sr tr at Travelers Repose. At that time the Confederate troops were stationed as 

0 

• - * ' * 

frUcrs: At Glade Hill in the upper part of the county was Captain IV. L. MoNeel 1 s Cc., 

% 

At Edray, Captain J. V.'. Marshall was in charge of a detachment watching the Marlins 
ttor. and Huttonsville Turnpike; Col. TV. 71. Arnett had a regiment at Marlins Bottom in 

« -j* 

c-.-f'.rtable houses getting ready to winter there; Colonel TK. L. Jackson had the 

• , . . 

li: r»rt of hia regiment the 19th Virginia Cavalry at Mill Point; Col. 71i. P. Thonnscn 

* 

m 

• . 

~ith a part of his regiment on an expedition to Nicholas County and had 

“ fkr c °l d ^ob in Greenbrier Co., Gen. Echols had the main part of the 

trocpa at Lewieburg. 

t Go., at 'lade .-.ill discovered the Advance of Averill and sent a 
*0 *» rn Arnott at Larlina cotton, of the advance, iiverill moved swiftly, and 
1 ’• t*r tm. eeuriar getting through would have surprised the Confederates in their 

t( * -c! ..era fot Loo close and four were captured, and John 


I t 




• AM 


•«1 K»« M. Ur., .hot >nd h. r. t . broken 1., out of It. Th. twin cop of 
'. •«« off .nd tl .y o.o.pod by poln, up G.lford. Crook .nd cro.oinr 


•oey k »«4tUlM to t> 


• »stera of oaek Creek. 


